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JF all the works of his holy Calling. In ſhort, 3. ou ring 
| us to Faith in Chriſt Feſwr;, and vhoſocver teh wr F x 
ſhell no periſh, bat havg.yurrlefffn Sale 9 F311 
i "-Furchabmibre 30 from the farhe $4" fa 9 Jearn, thy 
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to chr Roman Catbalck for Salvation. 0 
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Flood, the whole World was quickly oyer-run with: Idolatry ** 
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"Earth, Gen. 6. 12. aid every Imugination of the'Thou hts of © 
"Man's Heart was only evil continually,” v..5.. And after the. 


So ill, was the Do#rie which had been preach'd by. Nogh and | 
his Sons,. preſerved by Oral Tradition. - Nay, 1 find,.-that af UG 
ter God was pleas'd to, give the. Jews: his W;1/"in "Writing "1; E i 
their Teachers had fo Sorogees, the Do#rine of God with”: b Cl 
their T fa hare A it: was a great ; PArT of our fp a So 44 


—_ : pts mues a 25s Taking, Mat: 15, ſhews | 
| d made it of none effett by the Eo. v.6 b,” t 
ey wor < wo by God, Fooaap' or Do Far 4 bi 


Cale Nao pope doen yx- | | 
o teWerl, and not fer Chri, Col. 2. 6. " And tho ſy - |: 
cial Irs Wo of wr iting moſt ak _y Th \ 53:.and the: wth ; 


py. on. 5 ed i of, od by fulleT hers fo of T elem, Such y we 
 Walves in Sheep coathingy Mat, 7.5 Falſe dpoile, ds 


hers, transforming. the lives into the. Apoſtles Ml 
Welt E 7 13. os on 0'\another Go fel Gal:3.. Wo 


Ae cunning Cr: tineſs, ling in wait t0 de» | 
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an whe " in. the Scripture, I-muſt needs condude, 


e better inc m'd,: ved its 2, {afſicieys Rule for us to | [| 
7 3,.And-Fha! 8 loog as "uy Þ 1d: kn 36 it alone, i in our | L 
C 7405 rot... we, ' for that unto which-our. Bibles at home 2 
x 3%. £40 - | 
ire& us... The Scripture is the Word of God, and ſore . 
'of Þ F aith, Jaigh the, »{allible Church of: Rowe, if Bek- |: 
5; PRC 2: us holy Seriprure i is able to make 
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| ile unto pits. Gith the this Tofallibl Scripture; 3 and 
-| we take no ocher but this Holy and Infallible Scripture for the 
46 We of our Faith and Religious Praftice, Tay we Proteſtants. 
Nh V hat-now ſhould hinder-me to/infer from hence, that if the 
4 So rip ture be the Word of God, we Proteſtants are very well 
: eare; for wehave the Word of the: Infallible God, and 
T "It Ft may ſtand us in any ſtead, the Word of the Ifalible 
F ch (as ſhe will needs be accounted) to aſſure us, that 
the ering to the holy Seripture, we are in the red and: foe 
+ þ - yto Salvation.” . 
Ni her-yet,.as Iam a Proteſtant of theChurch of Mg 
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"| Tdoc eclarein the words of -our VHlth - Artiele, That -the 
| = i Creeds, Nice Creed, Athanaſius C reed, ads that which * 
78 "comm wy ml called the Apoſtles Creed, ought throughly to be recein 
\ | and believ'd.; for they may be proved by moſt tertain Warts 
of Holy Scripture... Secing then, we receive and throughly t 
eve the ſame Creeds, and no other, which the :harch- 

"0 ome ber ſelfprofeſſeth-to believe; and which were though 
by the'Carbaleck Church of Chriſt, for above 400 Year 


4 neccfary for the Safverion of Chriſtians; 1 think T have hence 


| dently was in the firſt and pureſt Ages of it. In the four fir; 
| General Councils no other hes of Faith were held needfu 


| tobe believed by Chriſtians, - but thoſe of theſe Creeds; which 
| weentirely own andbelieve. Either. then it'is true, Thar . 


"Þ theſe rhree Creeds containall Frceſſary Points of Chriſtian Faith, 
} or it isnot. Ifit be 7rae, we Rela 
4 ocolour of Reaſon be ſaid to err 1n Faith, or to deſerve the 
ame of Hereticks, If it be not tree, then were all thoſe 
| Primitive C briſtians as much Hereticks as we. are, - and knew 
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-planting of Chriſtianity 2,00 contain all Points of Foith | 


bis E ather'd this farther Confirmation of my Aſſurance, that we 
| Proteſtants are in the direft Way to Satvation ; that we are 
| ofthe very ſame Religion, and no other, in all the neceſſary 
| Points of C briftian Faith,* whereof the C atholick Church ev1- 


no Ne, than we aſh + what -belong'd 10 the Salvation of 


fe enough, and can with 


"14 


_—_ nga mages an they are-wone toule it againft us. 


approving the Faith of 
: Goſpels, and yet to condemn ours, *tho-in al jk [Points chew vo oy] 
Fpbeſ efws'in one Time of Pope Celrftine, 'Uid expel} dl Jes & | 

Faith, befides that which had been defined by the Holy Fath 


by legit har he Pier nth LA Crate 5 Fl tak 4 1 
Adin Creed 10"gompH "REY ans | 


No Nerdy fo a « Prteſent 


- Chriſtians, And ot range partial 1 is ; the'Charch of "Ran TY L, , 
oſe Countils , which one ( their i oi HE 
famous Popes and Saints is ſaid to haverererence as the Yay 4F 


ſame. Eſpecially whenthe: Third of thoſe Councils, * 


it ſbould not be lawful to utter, write, or compoſe a 52 


conpregated'; 1 the. Holy Ghoſt in the.City of Nice. .Orderi rt 
that all CEA ſhould bh puniſh a, who render ho other t Wo 


they 


etiles, Jews, or of any ather Hereſy. 


& Creed ths defined it HF; Thar ir ol 
Pringle his all that profeſs the Faith of C brif ao} neceſl if 


. ty agree, and the Film and Onely Foundation againſt / of \ we 
"Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail. _ 5 


E-may, I think, uport theſe Confiderations, were 1 
ado; be very well ſatisfied of the Safety of the Proteſi 


| Religion. "The Papiſts themſelves mult grant, Thar w hat: Fl . 


foeyer we believe or pretfiſe, as of necefity to. Salvation, te bf : 
ally is'fo;;-and therefore, that we do nor erx eirher in ou ; | 
Perth or Proifice, whilſt we live according to'our own Pris Y 2 
*ipies. For if we err in either,” fo-far do they ery allo; 
NOt-z yonly, bur all theChriftian World.” And here we ma =, & FE: 
prebs them vith their own: wgy of Arguing, and to, th :& 1 


FA 


convince us that their Relizion.1s the ſafer, they Y 
_ wont thus to argue ; That Religions the fafer, wherew, | 
by the Confeſſion of both Sides, 4 Man may be "Feved : but both (| 
Sides confeſs, that a May may 4 faves iu the Popiſb on, | 
"- both Sides do not confeſs TO0r” a "Man may be ſaved T5 N 
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to turn ; omon Cublick fo "non Ci FY 


ik T4 Bo pe Pept Religion : ' therefore the” Popiſh Religion is the ſafer 
| Sappo _ / this way of arguing-for the. Saftry of t Gn 
; | fo eli, ; i rom the C onfelbon' of both-Parties be of any ſtrength, - 
i as they muſt ſuppoſe it tobe, who ſo often. and confidently - 
; then muſt the like Argument from the ſame Medium, 
be a jon hog as ſtrong for us. I would. .only beg of them to. 
# | unreaſe donable)' "That hat b: eligio ' is the ſafeſt, all the Dodtrines 
of whereof are the trueft. "IT they will not grant me this, they 
k | muſt grant it /- lr to hold ſome falſe Do#rines than «ll true. 
+ Birif- they thin this abſurd, 'then muſt they ve me teave 
I "% ws $'o argc; H Ty af R eligion; s the ſafeſt, whe Ya, Do- 
Wd both Sides, certainly a. Now borh Sides AE FM Jt a 
Frines, held or taught in the Prote w  Relighog, 6 
rar; and borh Sides do. not confeſs, all Docrines - 


A he'Pop \ Religion are aa, oh there- 


7 Wy . rorcbane Religion-is the [afer... "Fhe ſame Articles ot. 
, L-1 ; the ſame*Rules and Precepts of Life, the ſame A#s- 
0Erelio ious Worſpip, the fame holy Sacraments, the fame holy. 
; Fo of \ Miniſters, which. we have; the ver fame, haye: 
T. the alſo, - But they have many things of al theſe ſorts, 

Þ which we have not; - nonor any other Chriſtians, but thoſe - 
"3 of f thei own Communion. And therefore to ſtrengthen my. 
- Adraument, yet more. 1. fay, If that, DoQrine. and Praftice. 
Try faleſt, whoa, ol f goal Chriſtians agree ; we are fare 
L: [2 ours is the fafeſt brranſe all good Chriſtians do agree ju, 

|; : and that Ne em ſafe, becauſe all good Chriſtians” f 

| [dacuot a agree 1n them. , Nay let me add this more: | "Our Re: - -. 
1 - Mf 04 15 either [a 4 and true, in all lng 
1 neclln 7s Salvation; or there 15 no afe + 
{| and:7rac Mo aeitics Relizion in the. Work V Ny 1s har ea. 
| andif ſo, it. will follow, that Chri#-hath no true: viſible © 
Þ Church.upon Earth,which I am-confident no Papi will lay, .. 


| The Conſequence 1 is plain, becauſe all Chriſtians all the Wortd © 
| over, 
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ſame weule; and if to beleive and be 
be enough for the Salvation of Papiſts, - 
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© _ to turs Roman (atholick for Salvation; 
alſo for Proteſtants? And if, the Additional Articles of the - 


Trentine Faith, -and' P. Pius his Creed be neceſſary to Salva- 
*Þ tion Ag is there no meation made of them in the Romax 


s thatof St 
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&n jon, WIT Inn * 
7 pits, and 'not' to-hearken to falſe "Teachers and Seducers, - 


» | "oc. ' But I find not by all this, that St. Paul or any:of the 
'] 4 wftles, taught the Church of Rome, which both forbids. to 


temned for cauſing Strife ang Diviſions, warn 
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wry, and' commands to abſtain from Meats allow'd of God ; 
| which teacheth divers DofFrives, whereof we find nor any. 
| thing in the Scripture, £0 condemn thoſe ..for Herericks, that - 
* Þ adhere wholly to the Do#rine of the Scripture; of for-Schiſ<- 


- | maticks, who hold Communion with all Chriſtians, fo far-as 
* | they keep to the Do#rine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles; and di-._ 
-Þ vide from the Church of Rome, no farther, than in thoſe Points 

\ | only wherein they cannot hoM her Communion and the:Do-.. 
'| Eripe of Chriſt too. I do-not ſee, but after the ſame rate, as. 
- | he here defends the Charity of his Church, he-might allo: de- - 
| fend her Juſtice, if She ſhould pretend, that becauſe Chrift 
-'Þ commanded his Dsſciples tofetch him another Man's Aſsahd 
'F her Colt; She did but what he taught, in taking away other. 
* I Mens Goods, and giving no other reaſon for it but this, 

; © wee {he hath. reedof them.” ith nts 
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No Newfiy fire Profle © TÞ 
- What the Bupifts fay more, to ſhew that we can have age | * 
Saving. Faith, is one of theſe two things. Either, firſt, That" | * 
itis notan extire Faith, there being. (as they ſay) many x6: | 


; ceſſary Articles which we believe not : Or, Secondly, That: ; {2 


| be but equally neceſſary... T wiſh with all my Heart I could | 


 Commanament, by her Tyvocation of Saints, and Adoration 


_ takes no little Care, that the People may not know them. atk. 


- able to. under 


 lamverydeſirous to be throughly inform'd,andtobe brought: 


it15 00 right-gronnged: Faith, ſeeing it is not built upon ſuſt-' } - 
cient Authority, that is to ſay, on the Authority of the Cathin: } » 


i 


Their firſ6 Quiettion to the Proteſtant Faith:is this, Thatit 


* 18 00 extere. Faith. - And hereT am told by. the Repreſenter, 


There is no.more hopes far one that denjes obſtinately any- on. 
Point of Catholick Faith, tho he believes all the reſt»; than. |. 
there is for.one that keeps Nine of- theC ommanaments, mith the | 
Rreachof the Tenth. Now this ſeems to me no great Encous. 

agement to.change the Communion of .the Church of England: 
, if an entire Faith and an eatire Obedrems: | 


for that c 


be as ſure, that the. Church. of Rome doth not break the 


the Hoſt; 'and the. /[econd.Commanament, in her Adoration ob |. 
Tmages and:theCroſs; as I am fuxe, that the Church of Eng | 
land: neither obſtinately. denies any. Article of the Catholich- 
Faith ; - nor countenanceth the Breach of any. oze of the tex. Come 
mandments, asthat Church ſeems too much to do, whilſt ſhe. 


- We cs TR the whole Scripture, ſo far as we are | 
nderſtand it explicitly ; and when we do not im. | 
plicitly; we receive-the.three-Creeds, which have ever been? 
thought to contain the.extire. Faith of- a Chriſtian ; wherein. | 
then is our Faith: partial or defettive? I muſt. conſider that! | 
anon : at preſent, Kong pag, according to our Advet-- 
faries, is a neceflary ingredient of. an. Heretick-; I can ealily 
aflure »»y.ſelf, tho I do not ſee.how *tis poſſible for- me to fi- 
tisfy them, that lam no Heretick ; for I certainly know, -thab- 
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to a right underſtanding of all neceflary Traths; and ay | 
in 
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ina readinels, and full preparation of Mind, to believe any 
| are or. all of their Articles, whenloever they ſhall pleaſe: to 


|. prove the Truth of them, either by Seripture, .or by .unque- EE 
= Hionable Apoſtolical Tradition. 1 am ſure, therefore, I deny” 2 
| notob/trnately.any one Point of Catholick Faith, But till the Þ 
| - youchſafe me the proof Idefire, T muſt content iy ſelf with 
| the Scripture, which,is able to take wiſe unto Salvation through 
T Faith which i in Chril Jeſu and not in the Pope.of Romy, 
be the Ro OR. FOE 
-- And yet I-find, that. it is for this « 


| _— 
- 


: And yet I find, that r this elpecially, that weare 
 call'd Hereticks, that we adhere only to the Scripture 3 and that 
-. they often explain their meaning, .in beſtowing that Title on 
is, by.calling us Scripturiſts and Goſpellers.;.. and ridicule us 
for talking of only. Scripture.  But-when I conſider, that. this 
isthe Fundamental Hereſy wherewith weare charg d, I can- 
not but a little wonder at it; and find lefs cauſe than ever, - 
to think we can be Hereticks indeed, or-that-they can call 
us ſo any otherwiſe thanin jeſt. Can they grant the Scrip- 
| t#re tobe the Word of God, and the Goſpel.to he the Power-of 
God. #aro Salvation ; and yet. in earne/ | r 
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Ge Salva t earneſt call us Herericks for 

- - being Sripruriſts and Goſpellers ? Tf, ſubmitting out-Fazth in 

4 -allthings to the Seriprure,' we can be. Hereticks ; . then muſt & |} 
| the Soriprure teach. Hereſy, and cannot be the Word of God. q 
| Whata Contradidionis this in Papiſts,. to call us Seripturiſts | 
| -and Hereticks; which-is inefſe&t lay, That we adhere on- -Y 
'} ly tothe Infalible Truth of God, and yet are guilty of obſtt- 
4 I nate Error 10 the Faith ?. es En Sys 
| . What is it then wherein. our Faith. is defeQtive ? . It -35.in 


he 2 dh . Mt 
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'| this, that we do notþelieve all that-the. Church of Rome pro 
| | :pounds to be believed,” This indeed; would make us Papifts, 
- | but whether it would make us better Chriſtians than we are 
| already, is not ſv certain. A Papift. (iththe Repreſenter) 


* 


|| -£ one that lives and believes what is preſcribed in t 
- | Trent. Bur this:Relg.of the Paps {BPs 7 
'| World (as we: think) © too. latg, almoſt 

| wo 


N 


+ > 


fifteen hundred Years after C brift”s 5 en, and wholly j;. | 


mited and direfed in'all their proceedings by the Wit and-| 
Command of Him, whoſe Authority was the principal thing. 
in queſtion, and ſubmitting all at laft to Zim alone, ſhould" 

come by that immenſe Authority, to command the Faith of | 


% ry 


the Chriſtian World, or what Commiſſion they could ſhey. 


from Chrif, the Supream Lamgiver, to preſcribe Laws of f 


 Faithand Life to all Chriſtendom. And we can as little cons. 


i; 0: 


ceive, how this pretended Council, could at once confirm all. | 


the General Councils, and among the reſt, that of Epheſus be: 


fore-mention'd ; yea, and declare the Nicene Creed tobe the 


firm and only Foundation, and yet Om 'to the Derree'of | 


_that"Epheſize Conncil, and not very conſiſtently to it's. own. 
Declaratiop, decree To many more Points, than that ' Creed. 
Contains, as neceſſary to be believed. © Moreover, if this be. 
the great Oracle we muſt conſult, as our fureſt Guide to Heg- 
ven. where muſt we meet with him; that can give us the 


F 


it ;*and if the Eneli ſb Repreſenter, or French Expounder Have 


had'the luck to hir.it, I am ſure, that many heretofore, who. | 


thought themſelves as wiſe as either of them, have ſtrangely 
mils'd it; Or elſe that Copncil, and the Religion call'd Pope- 
Ty,. hath ſeveral Faces tor leveral Times and Countries, and in. 
:one'placeand 77zne, ſhall look like 3t ſelf, and in another ſhall 
be made to look as like the Proteſtant Religion, as the Artif. 


. cial Painter dares make it. But that which here put us to a | 
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reſerved the Interpretation of its Decrees to - 


the'Sre Apofolick, or himſelf only; and FH is not always | 
$ RETT 7 pleas'd | 


{6 ſmall a handful of Prelars, 'moft of them Italians; ſworn | 


Vaſſals to the Biſhop of Rome, aſſembled together at Treqe | 


cerram Senſr of its General" and Ambiguous Reſponſes ?' The || 
Tearnedſtof the Romiſh Church are not yet well agreed about | 


Fin this, "That as the Pope at firſt taught that Council to | 
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ould, for once, ſpeak out plainly, it will be a little hard for 


*| him to aſſure us, that none of his Suacceſſors: ſhall hereafter | 
| antradit? him ; unleſs he can ſatisfy us, that he has as well 
| the Gift of Propheſying, as that of defining and interpreting. 

| - However, it 1s for zot believing the xew Articles of Trent, 
*| that we are accounted Hereticks, and out'of the way to: Hea+ 
| vev. And the reaſon is, becauſe theſe 4rticles are ſuppoſed 
| tobe as firmly grounded: on the.}H/ord of Gol, as any of thoſe 


old ones which we believe : For the Word of God (faith the 


| Council of Trent) is partly contain'd in the Books of Secriprare; 
| and: artly in*Praditions unwritten ; theſe are to be received with 


the ſame affeition of Piety and Reverence ; and therefore - he 
that disbeheves any Article grounded upon unwritten Trads: 
tiox;- is no"leſs a Heretick; than he that disbelieves what: is 
| oritten in the Books of Scripture. If I knew how to be ſa- 


fily tell what Credzz I ſhould give to this, which it ſo con- 


| fidently affirms. But ſo long as I cannot diſcern the reaſox: 


; of it's pretended Authority, Tam alittle apt to ſuſpeQ; that 
| it was* not the clearneſs of this PHinciple that moved it 'to- 


| make ſo many either #nſcriptural or antiſcriptural Decrees 


"| but rather the deſire it had of vindicating-1uts unſcripturalt- 


'Db@rizes and Prattices, that made it neceſſary to eſpoule - 


| focha Principle. And indeed whenT well confider it, Iam. 
| rot. a little comforted by it ; that this equalling* unwritten. 
| Tradition with Stripture, which is the very Baſis of the Ros 


'miſh Religion; is one of the moſt' incredible things in the 


'þ World of t ſelf, and as deſtitute of any tolerable Evidence, 
| whence it may gain any*Credir to it ſelf, It maſt needs * 
| ſeem very ſtrange to! any conſidering Man, That the wife 
| God ſhould leave us a Rule in writing, on purpole todiret 
'FusShow to hozour Him, and attain to Salvation; and give it _ 


this Commendation, that it is able to make wiſe unto Salvation - 


[and yet omit a.great many things altogether as zeceſſary-- o 
ah ; thoſe- 


Ftisfied concerning the Authority of this Conrcil, Tcould ea» + * 
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| plea&d in plain terms to let us know his Mind ;. and if he 
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thoſe ends, as thoſe that are written; and without the Belief] 
and Praftice whereof, thoſe that are-writrex can no whit availl p 
us; and yet never ſo much as once tell us in all that Wyiting,f 
axwhither we ſhould go to {eek and learn them: Nay, thax| 
he ſhould omit therein the prizcipal Point of all, and withsl p 
out which all that is either written» or unwritten can ſignifyl 7 
nothing, that is, to tell us, 'That the Roman Church is thef 
only true Church, the only ſure and Infallible Interpreter of all & 
that is written ;..and the only faithful Keeper of all that is un | 
written ; from the Month whereot we muſt receive all /aving| 
Truth. This I think 1s a thing that muſt needs be very hand 
for any one to believe, that believes the Infinite Wiſdom, 
-Goodneſs and Veracity of God. And how. it can ever be made 
.evident, that there are ſuch zeceſſary unwritten Traditions, or| 
that theſe, which the Church-of Rome holds, are they; I think 
no Man living can imagine. I am ſure if the Papiſts wayat 
reaſoning be good, it's /afer not to believe this. For all Side 
conſent, that the Scripture which we have 1s the certain Wor 
of God ; but all Sides are not agreed, that uzwritten Tradith 
ons are the Word of God ; therefore it is ſafer to believe the} 
Scriptureonly to be the Word of God, - and not Traditions | 
We hold us to Scripture, and the Papiſts grant that to be the] 
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{afeſt Rule; their greateſt ſtrength hes in wawritten, or (asþ 
they are wont.to ſpeak) Oral and Prattical Traditions; which 

in plain Exgliſh, is no more but Report and Cuſtom; and| 
whether there can reaſonably be thought. any certainty i 
theſe, equal to that of the writte» Word of God given by Dx 
-vine Inſpiration, can be no hard matter for a very weak Un:| 
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-  toturn Roman Catbolick- for Salvation. np 


el vail'd on this account. And the early Schiſms betwixt the 
Roman and 4ſian Churches, about the keeping of Eaſter; and 
the hot Conteſts between the Roman and Africam Charches 
ath about rehaptizing Hereticks, were occafion'd, and upheld by 
hel Prerences on all hands to Tradition. This was the only Re- 
if} fyoe of old for Hereticks, when they were confounded by the 

vl Seripture, to take ſhelterunder Tradition : whence Tertullian ,,,.,_.. 
uy call'd them Lucifug as Scripturarum, Men who ſhunn'd the Light prefer. 6. 
*| of the Scriptures. A gain, ſaith he, They confeſs indeed that 25+ 
«the Apoſtles were ignorant of thing, and differed not among. 


. 
- 


al themſelves in their preaching ; but they will not have it, that 
| they revealed all things to all; for ſome things they deliver'd 
& openly to. all, ſome things ſecretly and to a few ; and that becauſe 
 $, Paul aſerh this ſaying to Timothy, O Timothy, keep that 
| which is committed to thy truſt. Aud again, that good thing 
| which is committed to thee, keep. Ireneus allo makes mehtion | £5 
| of Hereticks who affirm'd, That out of the Scriptures thewar.1, - 
| Truth could not be foind out by them.who underſtood not Tradis 2. 
' tion; becauſe it was not deliver d by Writing, but by living 
| Foice; for which canſe alſo Sh Paul ſaid, we ſpeak Wiſdom. among 
them that are perfett, St. Auguſtine 11 his 97th Tra&# upon 
| Jobs, -faith, that all the moit fooliſh Hereticks, who' deſire to be- 
counted Chriſtians, uſed to colour their audacious Fiftions with 
| 4 pretence from that Sentence of the Goſpel, Joh.. 16. 10. I 
| have many things to ſay unto.you, but you cannot bear them now. 
Thus did_ the Hereticks of old ooth plead ' Tradition, and. 
ht to to ſtrengthen their Plea by ſuch places of Seriptureas: 

theſe ; which are the very. ſame,. that the Papiſts produce to 

| the fame purpoſe, as may.beſeen in Bellarmine, and others, : 
ef But T find that the Orthodox Fathers:of the Church were 
lh of another Mind. The things which we find. not ia the Scrip- 
ach "tyres (faith St. Ambroſe) how.can-we uſe them? Ambir. Othc, 
OW l.r.c.23. Let thoſe of Hermogenes hw Shop (faith Tertul= Terr. adv. 
wr! lian) ſbew that it is written. If it benot written, let then fear —_— 
rel that Woe deſign'd for thoſe. that add. or take away. Tromges Fo 
ud aith, 
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Iren, 1, Zo 
Go Io, 


Aug.1. 2. Let us bring ({aith St. Auſtin) for trial, not the deceitful Bal-| -* 


cont, Do» 
Nat, 


- "that ſome part of thoſe peceſſary thin 


_ only whiſper'd privately into the Ears of the Apoſtles, as Mhs 


a 


whereby we maybe aſſur'd, either that theſe things which 
| | they | 


No Neceſdity for a Proteſtant |} 
faith, chat what the Apoſtles hid preach'd, the ſame afterwards | * 
by the Will of "God they deliver'd unto ws in the Scriptures, to be| 5 
the foundation and pillar, of onr Faith. St. Hierome-againſt | © 
Helvidins, calls the Holy Scriptures the only Fountain of Truth: | 5: 


lances, where we may hang on what me will, and how we will, at ow | = 
own pleaſure.; ſaying, this is heavy, and this ts light ; but let wh * 
bring the Divine Ballance of the Holy Sceriptares, and in that let | ©, 
us weigh what is heavier ; nay, (gt us not weigh, but let ws own the | + 
things already weighed by the Lord. And elſewhere, The Ho} 
Seripture (faith he) fixeth the Rule of our Doftrine.And indeed } 
the excellent ſayings of the Antients to this purpoſe areh } 
well-known, that I ſhould be very vainto cite any more here; | 

If now, after all-this, 'T ſhould ſuppoſe, what I:can by ng | 
means yet grant, .that God having order'd the Scriptures ty | 


be written, and faid ſo much in the Commendation there 5 
they do not yet contain all things neceſſary to Salvatioz, but | 
(as both ſome Hert 
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ticks of old, and Papiſts now would have it believed) v 


# 


ſteries unfit at that time to be communicated to vulgar Chris. | © 
ftians ; and that the Jpoſtles (tho they were commandedhy | - 
Chriit to preach upon the Houſe-tops that which he had told them * 
privately in the Ear, Mat. 10. 27.) did not yet think thems | 
{elves obliged to obey this Command in writing all that was Þ 
meceſſary ; but rather to conceal for a time, a. conſiderable. | 
part of that myſterious DoQtrine. ' Yea, ſuppoſe that this was | 
one principal uſe of St. Peter's Keys, to lock up all theſe Mh- | 
fteries in the' Cabinet of the Churches Breaſt (let the Church }- 
ligntly what it can) to be communicated to the World, in | 

r-Ages by piece-meal, ſo as ſhe ſhould find Men prepar'd | 
by a blind credulity to receive them, Yet after all,T muſt needs | 
think, that we are too hardly dealt with to be called Heretichs 
for not believing theſe. things, till fomerhing be produced 
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charity to, forbear her Cexſures,till ſhe have tried the ſtrength. 
"of her 4reuments ? Why was the. Council of Trept, contra- 
"2+ ICON « IE 1 GER | aq 5 444 5 4.x wack . LIAM: N S. n* 2 

"x$.to the Cuſtom of other Councils, ſo. liberal of. her Curſes, 


commend to,us come indeed from-Chrift & his. Apoſtles, - 
that we are bbliged to-take. the Church of Rome's word. 


4 


a good Aſſrance. It ſecms.to me a yery wurcaſopable 


\*'& 


thing, that we Ihould be condema'd- as oþ/tinate, . for.not he- 
leving things never Tuftciently proved, whit weknow. anc 
| declare our {elves prepared in Mind to yield upon the firſt. 
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gs never ſufficiently proved, whillt wekoow.and 
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What ſaid Eraſmu long ſince on the 24 


it is not-built on the Author; ity0f the Church, 


-- ws #; inus, if we-would once be taught to ground our 


truth whoſorv af diligently confer the Gels. and FEY 3 
all the things y at are uſually done in our Churches, will wy | 

erence betwixt them ; - and that this I 
, and in many things Fa uite raph 


there is great differ 
ours 16 very wnll Hes | 
ce cal the e. ' 
People off. (faith he) from the Aecfenteth x little buman bo 
T raditi9ns, which the have. hoxeſt1, (thy invented for their ' 0 w7 'Þ 
Profit. And Peter Suter, a. bitter 'Adyerfary of his,' C | 
thefe words ; Since many things are hllogal | tobe js ; 
which are not. expreſly found in HotySctipture, will not unleay at 1 | 
ned Perf Jos, taking notice of theſe things, eaſily murmur ;-coms | 
plain os cat Burdens ſbould be laid upoy them, wherely. 
the: rye Cafe ic ſo greatl impaired i ? Will they ul "| 
alfo eafily 6a: rom the obſ ervance of Eccleſiaſtical Oh 0 ; 
dinantes, «when they of 4 find that they are not contained in thi 
Law.of Chriz.? And muſt we'be Hereticks for not belicvia 
theſe fo uncertain. Traditions ? Muſt gur. Faithbe accounts | 
ve and not. extire, meerly becauſe we do not belies 6 
what no Man carrmake us underſtand toco come from God 
This ſeems very hard. 
It is now time for me to conſider the FOR 06ji refios) 
againſt our Faith, which is, That it is not r4 ebth h gro 
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Church of Rowe. And. indeed ſo much at Ty I Fad Ay 1 5 
- ay this ave Pojzr, thatT have ſome reaſon to think, that 

who have been very forward at all-times to give { ſix 
liberal allowances of i»: han Faith to their Friends at home as » 
would be contented witha very-ſmall meaſure of explicit Br | 


, On-the . fole Authority of that Church. ' It —_ 1 Ls 
=_ that for the talk abour i it, they are no ſuch rjgid Exat | 
ors of. an extire explicit Faith in je to. {Fern bur' that | 
if wewill explicitly. belizve:this.one fuxdament al Point, the | 
Supreme Authority of the Rowan Church over all Chriſtian = Þ 
they will deal \ rey favourably with us io moſt others ; and. | 
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W STS OCT | | 
j excuſe.our Izzorance eaſilier, than they can perſwade us to 


, "hecontent to be 72norant. - I think'T have very pood reaſon 
{| believe this, becauſe Tknow they can have-no reaſbn to 
{| x£je& them that believe but this/'one Point'y' for when'once - 
| \this great Gobbet is ſwallow'd down, - the Paffage will be fo 

4. {wal open'd, that all other Points of 'Fazth either go down 
2 with it, or will flip after it without the leaſt raining or 
= gerching. The Authority of God himſelf, ſpeaking in Serip- 
| ore, will be of no farther confideration to us; for that we 
-* muſt ſuppoſe to be included in the *Awrhority of 'our Morher 
"S "the Church. And whatſoever weſhallthence-forward perceive 
'| © be the Wifof our Mother, we muſt without all ſcruple, 
'F woncludeitto bealſo theWill ofour Father. The Repreſenter 
| hath lately told us, that tho the Seriprore (which is the Word 
| _oforr Heavenly Father) may be the Lew ; yetthe Morkerche 
| RomenChurch,is the Fudg. Having Tearn'd froth her the ſenſe of 
of he Scriptute,ve arc obligedto ſubmit to thit,aud never preſume dn 
| our own private Sentiments, however ſeemingly grounded on Rea- 
F In #»4Scripture, 70 believe or preach any new Doftrine oppoſite 
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| + the Belief of the Church. - And there's reaſon'Sor-this; if p, 
= = | Th ie Maes as io Rep, 
it be true which he elſewhere tells us, That z Mz may "very p. 35. 
* eaſth frame as many Creeds as he pleaſes, and make Chriſt and 1; 
'F bis Apoſtles ſpeak what ſhall be moſt agreeable to his .hnmour,' ind yia.p.z7, || 
| fart beſt with his Intereſt, and find plain proofs for all (he means. | 
 4n Seripture)'; the truth whereof ( as of all other Points of Do- 


+ 4 


" \irine) ſtands (as he faith): apos the ſame Foundation of the 

- *Churches Tradition; which if it fail in one, leaves wo ſecurity 
| -#n 4n3. This is indeed toadvance the Church tothe very top- 
| *branchof all Asrhoriry, and to make the holy Seripture as ve- 
| ry aleVofe of Wax, and as Leaden a "Rule," as any'of that 
| Charch ever ng it : ſeeing a Man may form and work 
4 Atinto Creed: of all faſhions, and find plain proofs mm it for 
| ny odd Hiumonr,or carnal and Workdly Intere#. "This then 
4 {asfarasTcantearnby him): is the'only'way for me t6 bea 
+ .thorow Papi#, and a good Catholick, I muft lay "alive my 
- © | - E 2:7 Reaſon, 
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| Rogjons and the Scripture, and. heed no. more what, either of | 
.thele tell me ; only I muſt have my Ear open to the Yoice.of | 5 
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_ the Papiſt ispleas'd to-give usof himſelf, I cannor find what 


_ it is, for which they of: that Church are ſo ſeverely bent a-* Hh 
 Sainſtus Proteſtants; fave only,. that we will not,, like rams | ; 
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teſtants, i their denying the Primacy of Sr. Peter and his Si 
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the'Church, and be wholly at her: reaching and command, and | 7 
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ff | © Now it ſeems. ? Avery hard matterto believe this gres 
if | of Fairh, till very good. e given us forit; and” yer 
> | G ſhould ſeem) Reafans will nor Excuſe us 
| from being Hereticks, and ih p beige of Damvatios.nenorth 
L} a+ be never ſo ready tobelieve it," whenwe ſhall. havs Ree: - 
"+ ſons given us for it, For he is. a 'Heretick' iGwe are: told) 
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'L t cannot leave the Communios of the Church of Ex 
r ifntothat of Rowe,in obedience toan Authority whith | 

ands me to do things unreaſunable, agreeing neltl br f 1-- 
with the Nature of Mankind, -nor with the undoubted Prim & 
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luch things of me, I miſt be a Proreftane ſtill, and prorefts |". 
t that Aurbority, which. 5 agen to. And for ought |-- 
ny 61les, I cannot fubrait to er. Aur hori Hy; but TPOR: te w 
ach And moſt unreaſonable Terms in the World. aft þ-.- 
| D, | and my y Temes I muſt no ngerth -raſt | 
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f,  to.turn Roman Catbolick for Salvation. 
and Scripture too, ſeem. to us to be againſt them, as we.have - 


ths 
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lately taught by the Repreſenter ; for as we receive from 


q er the Books, ſayſbom Her only weare to_receive the Senſe 
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To Scripture. nce it 1s, that they define a Heretick, to be 


ne that ob/inately oppoſeth the Sentence of the Church. The 
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amined by Reaſon, becauſe they teach but as private 


%e_ 4 
LS 


near of Catholics 


epole their own Wit. 


| 1 an 
a 


PE 5 


— ” 


t-+ TaY 


fl 


Woitrines-of Fathers. (Bellarmine ſome-where tells us) may 


No Neceſtty for a Proteſte” 


' Impoſſible for me to have.any ,diſtini# knowlede without 4 $9 
"How «nreaſonable and dangerom- a. Me this is, I mutt $*. 
needs be very ſenſible, it T'be not reſolved already to hearken® no 
no more to.my Reaſon. If I muſt no longer cretlit my:Fin® oh 
about Shape and Colour, nor my Ears about Sonxdsand ary 


nor my Neſs about Smell, nor my Pelet concerning TYP 
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Soft , I Thall not know how to believe, - that God gave-me Þ th 
a 'theſe Inſtrument Ss of 'S enſe toa ay purpole at. all: : I _ 
ſure, I cannot thirik my ſelf in a comfortable and [afe Cay | *@ 
bid St." Thomas, Henile.and ſee him; or how his Faith collll 1 
be'ther eby .confir med, if ſuch Senſe S-are not to be-truſted ., i 4 3 
why the Apoſtle ſhould hope to have the more Credit gingy | @ 
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handling, as thin 2 qualitying them for. bearia 
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notio'y 
and. Faith.comes not by hearing, as St: Payl affirms it doth 

and the Trnfallible Church can teach no more than we, except- 
ſhe canteach without Speakivg or Writing, or any thing that | 
is to be underſtood by Hearing or Seeing ; aff ſo Oral and 
Prattical Tradition can be of no moxe uſe to us; than to-the 


pany pr. ay we 
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Blindand Deaf. On this Suppoſition, I may eaſily miltal 
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a Horlot for my Mother, and tumble into Babylon inſtead s 
Hiersſalem, hearken to the Yoice of the Wolf inſtead of the | 
: rn Shepherd 


| to turn Roman Catholick for Salpation. 

4 Shepherd, cat and drink Pozſon inſtead of wholſome Food; and 
F feel no Pain nor Loſs wheti my Eyes are pluck'd out. 

+ -Now if the Church of Rowe do not command' us to re- 
& nounce all Credi# to our Sexſes, ſhe cannot command us to 
any Credit to her Do&trine of Aachen ana And 
Fear, without our believing this Poizr, the will not admit 
us to her Communion. We believe already a Real Preſence of 
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|t at which we ſee not, yet will not this ſerve, unleſs we be- 
4 lievealſo a Real Abſence of that which we. both ſee, handle, 


; 
T ae and ſmel. In the holy Sacrament of the Euchariſt, Tam 
4 @mmandet to believe that there is not any Bread, but Fleſh; 
* nor W7ze, but Blood; andyet there T ſee, ſmell, tafte and feel 
4 both Bread and Wine; and.nothing elſe. I hear it read, that 
| our Bleſſed Saviour took bleſſed,brake and gave Breadand Wine ; 
+ antof the ſame he faid, Take, eat and drink. T hear St.Pas/ 
4 amand again (I Cor. 11. 26, 27, 28.) ſpeak of eating and 
making the Bread and the Cup. And yet I muſt not truſt 
ny.of theſe ve Senſes, but againſt the cleareſt Evidence and 
$ Tefimony of them all, T muſt believe. (if T can) that there is 
Enmither Bread nor Wize,. but that, which neither my Sexſes 
$ Gn diſcern, nor my Reaſoz conceive, nor doth the Scrip- 
y me any where ſay, the very Natural Fleſh. and Blood of 
4 Chri#, under the Colour and Form, the Taſte and Smell, and. 
4 allother proper Qualities of Bread and Wine ; and yet nei- 
; ol that Colour, nor Form, nor Taſte, nor Smell, nor any 0- 
* ther Accident, which my Senſes there perceive, are inthe 
Flefb-and Blood, tho there is nothing elfe there for them. to.be 
it, That thoT break and chew with my Teeth what I zafe 
and-eat ; yet I break not, nor chew with my Teeth the- Body 
| of Chri#; and yet I rake and ext nothingelſe. If T-cannot 
| lieve this, Tam told that Thave'not Faith enough, and'on- 
ly becauſe I have yet Reaſon and Senſe too much, to be of 
At Communion. This is another ſtep that I- muſt take 1g 
| going over to the Church of Rome. . And when I am got 
thus far, Tmay think it ſeafonable enough © to* lay aſide the 
2 ab | P 2 Scrip- 
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| Seripture too: For what good- Uſe I can make of it, withauts 
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Church, and take all that I read in that {eaſe only, which ſhe 'b 
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the free uſe of my Reaſon, and trufjing my Sexſes, Idonot!.. | ® 
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Thirdly, 1f T be a Lay-man,*and not of {6 good credit with. $4 
the Curate or Biſhop, as to obtain'a Licenſe; that is, if I will*Þ& 


not promiſe to adhere. only to the Dot#rine of the Romay, | ® 


is pleas'd to give it ; I mult not be ſuffer'd to read the Seripe: Þ -- 
ture at all,” but muſt give away my Bible; upon pain of being,'Þ + 
denied the Remiſion of my Sins. And truly it Tmay beak; F 
low*d'to read it upon no ather terms, than of being thus tied. Þ - 
yp, to learn nothing by it, but what I am before-hand taught; | 
without it ; I ſhall think a Licenſe too dear, even at a very» | - 
low rate; if” yet it may be obtain'd, as1 find it.queſtion'd; 
whether.it may or no, -any where elſe, bur in ſuch places 
a Licenſe to read ſome of their own, may prevent their itch 
of looking into owr Tranſlations. However, 'whether I he Þ 
of the Lay or Clergy, it I will learn of tliem who are moſt bye 


wel. 


{ in endeavouring my Converſion; Tam ſure I muſt be taught 
toſpeak very diſbonourably of the Word of God ; and this ſeems 
to be no more than the Religion commended to me requireth.. 
 T muft needs here fay, 'That nothing in the World doth. Þ. 
(and TI think I may ſay, ozght ) more to prejudice meagainſt. | 
any Religion, than to find it conſtrain'd in its. own Defence, |} 
to fay undecent things of that which it grants to be the Word. Þ. 
of God. And if I might be thought worthy. to adviſe the © 
| Miſſionaries, they ſhould not harp too much-on this «ngrate- | 
ful String, if they would'draw any after them that have the | 
leaſt Zeal for God's Honour. T am.verily, oerſwaded, that | 
the good Language they beſtow upon the Scripture, hath kept | 
more. out of their Chyrch, than ever their Arguments yet | 
won. T will not now take-notice of thoſe too well known | 


| Encomiums beſtow'd upon it, by ſome of their Communion, *| 
calling it a Noſe of Wax, a.Leaden-Rule, a dead Letter, un- 
|  fensd 
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wght. us and endea- 
eir beſt,molt modeſt, 


"| telus, Fhat the Papilt believes it dammable in any ove, to thick, _ 
Þ  fieak,: or to do any thing irreverently towards the Scripture, and. * 
 '] that he holds it in the bighe# Veneration of all Men living. 1 
| know alfo, that moſt of them, even whilſt they are induftri- 
| oally proving all that Lbue now ſaid,: do yet labour to mollfy 
and ſmeetez their: own harſb Expreſſians, which they know 
* muſt needs grate the Kars.of all p;ows.Perſons, . I am alſo ve-- 
nly perſwaded, that many Papiſts have a very venerable efteem. 
*& for the. Scripture, and are not alittle rroubled to hear it _re- 
FB proachfully uſed. And yet I cannot ſee that higheſt Veneration 
-tor it; or that they ſpeak not very: irreverently of it, who. 
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"4 ſpeak no worſe of it, than the Repreſenter himſelf hath taught 

"7 them, viz. That it is not fit to be.read generally of all without 

þ Licenſe; tho he gives this very good reaſon tor it, Leſt they - 

"| ſhould no longer acknowledg the Authority of the Roman Charch ;. 

4 orinhis own words, No Authority fr byChri#, to-which they- 

| et0-ſubmit. As tho Men might be taught by the Scripture. 

tobe diſobedient to any Authority which Chri# hath ſet upin 

4 his Church. I cannot ſee any great Vereration he hath to'the+ - 
. Scripture, infaying, They allow 4 reſtraint upon the reading of 

| #he Scriptures, for the preventing o_ blind ignorant Preſump-. 

4 #on, or the caſt in of the Holy to Dogs, on Pearls to Swine, . 

| (fuch too is his reſpe& for Chriſtians) That he hath no other. 

' aſſurance. that they are. the Word of God, but by the ag | 

| and 
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* They that fay, and labour to'/prove; that: the Striptun | 5 
not neceſſary, may wellbe-fappoſedto think, thatthe Chu 1 
of *God. might do well enough without it. And; tho tole® x 
ſen the Oltouſzeſs of this 4 (fÞrrion, they areforced to-confteÞ jj 
it is a Lie, without the'help' of ſome ſuch ment! 'Re/ervatit® 1 
08.25 this, So that God could not, if he pleas'd; preferot'hi 
Truth among Men, ſome other way than by writing it; yet dot i 

= not this ſpeak in them the like YVeperation for the Striprure;Þ 
Proteſtants have, who' down-rightly-affirm it to be zeceſſary, $- 
Andit muſt needs ſound ill to fay, That the A!/-wiſe God att Þ- 
been very careful to feave-and -preſerve in his Church an aw 
neceſſary thing. Yea, 'tis altogether as: abſurd: to ſay, the Þ* 
Scripture is not neceſſery, becauſe God could, if it had ſeem Þ 


good to im, heve preſers/4 bis Chunch und Faith whoa 


As it. would be to fay,»that Plowing and Sowing, "or Eating | 
and Drinking are not neceſſary,becaule God could, if he pleas} 
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that any Man upon. this account only, would venture t6 |. 
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[ to turn Roman (atholick for Salvation. "19 

4 ſenſe, wherein no Man'ever affirw'd.it ; if hewere gorfo | 

T z-dlouffy bent-upon leſſening the Effeemw eb, 
4 


*that he will chuſe rather. to ſay »0thing to the piypoſe,"a 
+ diſpute againſt. no Body, than to be ſilent, and fay nothin 
Þ that ſounds ill'of it ; and that he thinks it needful'for the 
Ends of his: Church ſo to-do. oh ba Get 


4) 
£3,” 


F * Tn'likemanner, when they contend that the 2hurhortry-of 
" the Seriptare is from-the'Chareh, which is the thing whereof 
"arevery turn they are forward'enough'to mind us ; they are 
"forced again to 'make fome Avgrements'to make"it feem a 
Path. . Tis true, they fay, that confider'd in i /elf alone, 
 thath-its Asthority from God ; "wherebyTthey can mean nv 
| more, but that'God is the Aurbor of it. ; "butin relation row, 
I ithath irs Authority from the Church. Now't would fain 
& know, what any Man'can -unterftand properly by the As- 
# tority of the Scripture, but -itrelation tow, or the Power 
© it hath to command our Faith'in it, and Obeatence to it, as the 
EWord of God. 'And'if it haveall rb Power from the Church, 
_$is confidently affirm'd, thentho#r ſe/f'be of Gall, yet alt 
its Authority is from the Church; and it muſt needs be trye, 
F whi Gas tal by oneof them, That it is of up more Authority * 
tha Livy or £ſop's Fableswirhout the Churches Declaration. 
| Thus is the Authority'of 'God's' Word matieto depetid upon 
+ the Authority: of Men, ant all our Faith 1sno more” but ha- 
Þ mere Faith reſting upon humane Te/ _ And if the Au- 
[Þ thority which it hath to-oylige ws, be:from the Church, 1 
4 would'know by what Authortty 1t doth*oblige the Chufch ;, 
| itis not ſure, by any Authority from Her, forthen I'ſce no 
'F reaſon-why the Church'may not-chuſe whether ſhe'will receive 
| itor.no; whilſt yet bthink, thavix.is only by the Authority 
'F of the Groth ſhe-can pittent{to'be a Church, and to 
| taveany Authority at/all. - Howeverthis'T am fare of, that 
they who ſay the Scriprure is to be receiy'd for the Churches 
A | Sake, 
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Sake, have not 1o bigh a Veneration, either for is, oe Þ 


1s a perfect and ſufficient Rule of Faith and Manners, containd*; 
:but a partjal and imperfect Ruje : We, who fay ; *tisplainand} þ 


fay, 1t.is not. needful, ye, dang 


ings, 48 well. as they-can; yet ſerves. this-to no- other nl 
_ 1n my Mind,: but to make them more. Ugly. and. Odious 
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er as Holy Scripture, is no har mate F . - 


more Honour to it, than to diſþarage it. And tho here again $ |; 


they uſe -ſome Art and Colour to ſet off ſuch. ill-favour'd Say 


* They deny, not, (for all this, |they ſay), the Perfedtig 
Suffciency, or Plainneſs of the Scripture, nor that, it may 
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to turn Roman Catholick for Salvation. 

# TIthink it here again, well deſerves my Confideration, That 
FT the SCRIPTURE. is very copious in' declaring, and repeating 

Þ too, over and over again, many weceſſary Points of Faith 

| and Duty ; and not. only neceſſary things, but many other _ 
things allo it largely teacheth, which are by all granted to be - 
of leſs moment and neceſſity to the Salvation of Men ; and all 


this it doth in as plain Words and Phraſes, as can be uſed. And - 

ÞF hence 1 find it very hard forme to believe, that the HOLY 
GHOST, by whoſe /xſpiration it was Written, ſhould do all 
- this for our /»/tru:on, and that in a Book written. on pur- 

+ poſe to make us wiſe unto Salvation, and by himſelf decla- 


* 
wn 


# td ae fo to do, and yer omit many things of greateſt ne- 


# 


F #7reaſure cloſely lock d up, and not to tell us where we may 
* find the Xey, that can let us in'to it, and fowe are neither 


- 


e Wiſer; nor the'Richer for it. © | 
> Whatſoever- the PAPISTS are pleas'd to alledg for their 
— taking thus of the Word of the Bleſſed God, 1 confeſs Ican-' 
=not.think any better of their Re/igzon for it, -Let us ſay what, 
ye will in Commendation of holy SCRIPTURE, they will be. 
$ ſure to find ſomething to ſay againſt it; leſt, 1 ſuppoſe, it 
F ſhould be thought, we can at any time ſpeak Truth. And 
$ when we: charge. them for ſpeaking di/honourably of the 
” SCRIPTURE, they ſo interpret their Words, as they ſeem . 
$ to fay the ſame that we did, 'and which they blamed'us for, 
* What can be their wearing in this, but either to make the” 
| World believe that we are'in anError ; tho, when they 
come to Apologize for themſelves, they are forced to confeſs 
& .it a 774th; or that their Religzo# neceſlarily requires it-of 
F# them in its Vindication, to vilify the SCRIPTURE; thoby 
FT: faying ſuch things bf it, as they acknowledg cannot be zrue, 
'F unleſs interpreted ſo, as to ſpeak our Sexſe > They muſt there- 
- fore in this, deal either very di/ingenuoyſly with us, or very 
NL; © 1 Tnjuriouſly 
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 fended. Their Relzgzon, I fay, muſt need it, or they tag | 


an 
without *that Chyrch's Jegve, IT am confident, that there W 
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7njuriouſly with the holy SCRIPTURE. For my part, I can. þ | 
not believe, that Men profeſſing the Chriſtian Faith, and Þ - 35 
owning the SCRIPTURE to be the Word of GOD, could | 61 
ever be perſuaded to ſpeak fo, as but ſeemingly to vilify or | 
diſparage it, if their Dofriyes could be any other way des | 


little conſult the ZZonour of their Religion, in needleſly utte-/ Fi 


ring ſuch Speeches, as ſtand in need of a very great meaſure” | a5 
of Charity, to think them leſs than Blaſphemy. * v0 


Fourthly, If any PROTESTANT dares venture thus far, | ? pr 
towards the Church of ROME; the »ext thing he has to dy | in 
is to reſolve, not to believe one Ward that GOD ſpeaks, 


are not many of our Lay-PAPISTS, that#think themſelvg. 
to be under this 0//igation ; and that-if they were ſenſible 4 
of it, they would make haſte to break looſe from it” But: | 
for my own part, I ſee not how I can enter into their.C we. | 
»union, but I muſt draw it upon my ſelf. And this I think; | 
would be to adyance the ROMAN Church to as greaty | 
height in my eſteem, as they-in her, who-are moſt zealous |} 
tor her lnfallibility , can defire. ' What more would they | 
have, than that GOD himſelf, where they confeſs he ſpeaks; 
ſhould ſtand to their Church's Courteſy, whether or nothe |. te 
thould be Zelieved ? I know it will be ſaid, They never dif 
allow'd any man to beljeve GOD. But becauſe all men cans | 
not «uder/tand GOD ſpeaking in the SCRIPTURE, the | 
Church is appointed by Zim to be his Interpreter. This | 
hear, and to me it ſounds not well, That GOD ſhould ſpeak 
to-Men things neceſary for all to know, and which he com» 
mands all to learn and believe upon pain of eternal Damna- | 
toy; and yet not ſpeak ſo inte/ligibly, as they may under-" 
ſand Him. Certainly, he that made the Tongue, and gave | 
man uger/tanding, can ſpeak (if he. pleaſe) as Intelligibly 
as the Church, which cannot Speak or VnderFfand at all, 

I RY. without 


pres 
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£0 turt Roman Catholick for Salvation. 
| without his Z7elp and Teaching. And conſidering his Inf- 
 -pife Goodneſs and Impartiality ; till he ſhall tell mie fo him- 
" felf, I know not how to believe that he hath fo much more 
"reſpet to the Zorour of the ROMAN Church, than to the 
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| longing to Salvation, that no'Mancan be able to underitaxd, 
| and be the berrer for them, but he that reſorts to that Church 


| follow, that we cannot believe one Word that God ſpeaks 
- vithout her /eave, For, therefore is ſhe made God's [nter- 


' 2nd I am fure, what we cannot wnderffand, we catinot Ze- 
 lieve: *Tis the Senſe, they ſay; and not the _Terrer, is God's 
Word; and this Senſe is in the' Church's Breaf?, andiof Her 
| abje five muſt learn it; and therefore, till She'pive us /eave, 
4 wcarinot beeve it, no'not ſo muchas, that JESUS'is the 
| CHRIST ; althio; till we' believe bs, we catinot believe. 
- tht he hath a Church, and therefore cannvt'believe She is 
T Hy Interpreter. Er Topo. 
4 Twill not now inquire-into the Reaſons, Why this Church, 
T which is God's ſole Interpreter, takes ſo excellent'a Courſe 
| th*make her Chi/dres underſtand God's Word. Why firf?, 
Shekeeps it/in'the Latin Towgue only, wheteof the fat grea- 
. ter'number of them underſtand not one'Syllable. Why /e- 


| Interpretation, or Comment of the Scripture; a thing very 
exſie for an 7 af allible 1, nterpreterto'do'; | and therefore, in my 
| Opinion, muſt ef i a great defet? in" het Charity, and 


- much «nfaithfulneſs inthe diſcharge of her Tru##, if ſhe do 


| it not. I am loath to ask'ſuch QueF7zons as theſe, becauſe I 
| find it goes ſo much againſt the Hair'to anſwer them. Indeed 
| Ithink the doth not the /arter for very good Reaſon, becauſe 
fhe-cannot ; and *tis only her vain pretence to ſuch a Power, 
| that makes her inexcuſable*1if ſhe*do it not. And the for- 
mer ſhe is concern'd- todo, that they, who have the Word 


Salvation of Mankind, that he would fo deliver things be- ' 
25 God's ſole Znterpreter.. And'if indeed ſhe be fo, it muſt 


| greter, becauſe otherwiſe we cannot underFand his Werd ; | 


| cndly, She doth not give therti ſome Ivfalible Tranſlation, - 
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of God only in a Language which they cannot: underflind;: 5 


| may be conſtrain'd of neceſſity to depend upon her Inftrge |". 
ion, and never to queſtion her Authority, nor diſcern hex | * 
Errors. Whilft they have nothing of the Word of God, but | 


from her-mouth, they can have no more of it, than what h - 


ſhe gives them /eave to have ; and therefore, can neither Þ 
believe a Word of what GOD ſpeaks, nor indeed that heF- 


hath ſpoken any thing but by her ./eave. 
God, 
ſecond Commandment, forbidding the Adoration of Images, as 


\ 


plainly, as he forbids to commit Adultery, or to Steal. And | : 
_ Chriſt ſpake very plainly, and as intelligibly, ſaying, Thauy | © 


ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve, 


Matt. 4. x0. And again, when he faid of the - Euchariſt. | 1 


_ cal Cup, Drink ye all of it, Matt. 26. 27. as when he faid, 


Thou ſhalt. love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and thy | 2 
Neighbour as thy ſelf. St. Paul very plainly ordereth, that | | 


the publick Worſhip of God be perform'd in a known Tongue, 
and ſheweth the great abſurdity of uſing an unknown Tongue 


in God's Worſhip, 1 Cor. 14. And he ſpeaks intelligiblye | |! 
nongh, when he faith, Let a man examine himſelf, andfo\ 


28. To ſay no more, we think it. plazyly enough aid, of 
them that die in the Lord, that they reſt from their labours, 
_ Rev. 14-13. Inall theſe things we hear God ſpeak, and would 
fain believe him. But here the Church of ROME: comes in 
with her Authorzty, and tells us, That, tho GOD have faid,. 
Fe only ws to be worſhipped, we-muſt believe, that not he only, 
but allo the Croſs, Images, Saints and Angels, are to have. 
a ſhare in our Religious Worſhip. - And fay CHRIST and his 


tet him eat of that Bread, and drink of that Cup, 1 Cor. 11. 


ſpeaks very plainly, and intelligibly enough in the | no 


SOS ok ret, Oo. a «as and 24 oy 


Apoſtles what they pleaſe to the contrary, we muſt believe, W 


that not all, but the ſacrificing Prief? ought to drink of the | 


Cup; that God's publick Worſhip is well perform'd in an ine 


known Tongue ; that we neither eat Bread, nor drink Wine in | 


the Euchariſt; that all who died in the Lord, do not reft Gas 
| " _ | their 


I ſhould be bound under penalty of Eternal Damnation, to ef: 
| pouſe a Religion, and fubmit to an Authority, for which 
| no convincing . Regfon can be given me by them that invite 

meto it. What is 1t in any Re/Zg/on, which can commend it 
| before others to a man's Choice, but its Truth and Goodneſs ? 
| And how ſhould the 7ruth and Goodneſs of any Religion com- 


1 


f 220 turn Roman Catholick for Salvation. 
| Heir labours; but that the moſt of them go into moſt dread 
|. ful torments. At this-rate, for ought I can-ſee, muſt I be-. 
| 4eve the Word of God, when I have'once ſubmitted to the | 
Þ | Authority of the Church of ROME. | 


# IR * TS S wks : wins. 1 
2” S461 2g 4 . 3.» - p 
* 2 L'% *p, « Y '*& d 
- 


*. Fifthly, It ſeems very hard for me to conceive how L 


_ [1 
'L 


mend it to my Chozce, till they be diſcover unto me, and 


| The rationally convinced that it hath them > Whatever Truth 


and.Goodnoſs there may really be in the Religion called PO- 
PERY, 1-am ſure they can be no motives to me to embrace 
-1-till they be clearly laid open to my Znderanding and 

Judgment, that I may plainly diſcern them ; and therefore, 
4 any PAPIST will take an efeftual courſe to Convert. me 


- toit, he muſt by rational means convince me firſt, that his 
by *©—y ? 6 . | 

the zrue Charch, and her Dofrines ſound and good. | 
\ How he can do this-upon his own Principles, I ee not 


yet; but rather think it a very groſs abſurdity in him to at- 
tempt it. He tells me often, that no private Perſon, ſuch 
as I am, ought to judg for himſelf in Points of Faith, or 


therein to follow his own private Judgment, tho to him 


grounded both on Reaſon and Scripture. He muſt not there- 
tore in diſputing with me, (according to his own Dodtrine) 
bring either Reaſon or Sree to convince me, for I muſt not 
truſt my own private Judgment, (and I know no other that 
[ have) tho fo it ſeems to me). grounded both on Reaſon 


_ and Scripture. I muſt not judg for my ſelf by either of them,. 
whether what he commends to me by them, be re or 20, + 
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and then I cannot imagine to what end he uſeth them in 


L can: 


any diſpute with me. He muſt reſolve therefore, (for ought 


No Neceſſity for a Proteſtant 


L can ſee) whenever he would corvert me, to judg for me too; | ys 1 
as well as diſpute with me ; and then, if I cannot make a-right | tha 
Choice for my ſelf, he may do it for me; tho after all, whe» | no 
ther his private Judgment be any more to be truſted-in fuck }- the 
a caſe, than »y own, I may poſlibly doubt. = | an 
Either it is a matter of Faith, That. the Church of ROME*Þ md 

is the oxly zrue Charch, and that She hath this Authority/'of } of 
determining for all Chriftians, which is the: ſaving Paith'of | gy 
CHRIST, or it is not. If it be n07, I may be fafe enough; | © fon 
Tr 
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tho I Zelieve it not ; and 'tis ill done of PAPISTS to terrify. | 
me with theſe big Words, which are as falſe as terrible, That | of 
I cannot be ſaved without believing this. Tf it be a:mattey | 
of Faith, then muſt I either be allow'd to jadg for my 


by my own. private judgment ina matter of Faith, or all 


the | 


PAPISTS endeavours to-perſuade me to believe'it, are alt '| 7 
_ gether vain, unlels.it; be reaſonable for me to believe a thin |  # 
againſt my Reaſonand Judgment, When he uſeth Argament; | 


[ thould think he meant thereby to.convixce me in my private. | + 
Judgment ; but it ſeems, 'tis only: to.drive me out of 1t'; and | . 
that, if I may «ſeit at all, it is only: to\this/end; that 1 may” Þ| 
conclude.l have no.uſe of.it- All. the Argamentsinthe World F 


are falſe. It. will be all one, as if he ſhould fay, I ought to be 1 
convinced by.Reaſon, and.yet I neither ought nor can be convine 
ced by it. In-urging; his Reaſons upon me, he intends they' | 


ſhould convince me. in-dexying me-the Lzberty'of judging for 
my felt by. Reaſox,. he denies that any Reaſons can convince! 
me.; . becauſe 'tis. plain,. they cannot convince me' before'l'. 
have. judged of them, and this.I muſtido! by. my private” 
Judgment, or by nothing, for I haye-.no other. 

ut. here. I am told; We are: allow'd- to make uſe of: our” 
Reaſon to find out the true Church; which may Infallibly guide" 
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to turn Roman'Catholich for Salvation. 
us into all ſaving Truth. All that is required of us, is this, 
- that when we have once found this ?rue Church, we preſume 
-nolonger to judg for our ſelves, but captivate our Reaſon to 
the Infallible Judgment of the Church. This is ſomething, 
4 and yet it ſeems but extorted from them, to make a little 
FT more p/an/ble, what tome ſeems one of the greateſt pieces” 
4 of Folly in the World; IT mean, the attempt of convincing 
| men by Reaſon, who muſt not be allow'd to judg of the Rea- 
fs whereby they muſt be convinced. I find Reaſon, by a 


Traditionary 'Papiſt, compared to a dim- Aghted Man, wha 


| fed his Reaſcn to find a trafty Priend to lead him in the Twi- 
 bight, and then reli'd on his Guidance rationally, without ufing 


Y bis own Reaſon at all about the way it ſelf. Thus are we al- 


low'd Reaſon to find out the Chursh of ROME, our ſure 


| Friend to gaide us, and on whoſe Guidance we muſt ratio- 
4 mlly Rely, after we have captivated our Reaſon to her, and 
$ for her ſake have reſolved to uſe it no more. But now, if 

- this Reaſon, which is to dire& us to our Guide, - be ſuch a - 
'| - &nfighred thing, and as we heard before, Hoodwink'd too, 
+ that whilſt we follow it, we can have no more hope, than 
+ only that we may poſſibly tumble into the Catholick Church ; 
F who will ſecure us, that we ſhall not in this Twilzght miſtake 


a treacherous Enemy for a truſty Friend ; and then, what ſhall 


we gain by our rational Reliance on him? A dim/ighted Man 
| in the 7 1h, 

4 elſe ſhould he not*'much-need a truſty Guide ; and why he 
+ may not mifake his Guide, as well as his Way, I do not 


light, may eaſily miFake one thing for another, 


yet know. | Eg 
- But that I may be fatisfied, how much I gain by this li- 


| beral Conceſſion, to uſe my Reaſon and private Judgment in 


inquiring after the ?rue Church ; I will a little conſider, how 


} - the PAPIST is wont to talk with me, when he would per- 


| fuade me to take his Church for my only ſure Guide. Fi, 


he tells me, 7here is but one true Faith; and then, that this. 
Faith muſt be held entirely ; next, that this entire Faith is no- 
FELNY þ+ where 


47 


Ss 


OMG fo be found; but in the true Church. "After this he'bþ Iv 09 


Judg for my ſelf, what is the Siſe of thoſe Texts of Seripnars | it 


< 3-2 hs 
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gins again, and tells me, Chrift hath a Church upon Barth | 
"That there is But one true Church ; That out of it there, is'm It 5 : 
Salvation; and laſtly, That the ROMAN Church, aid no 
ther, is that one true Church out of which there is no Salvelng 
And till we have found that it is ſo, he will give us leave - 
to judg for our ſelves. - And I would thank- him for tf "_ mi 
kindneſs , it he would allow me to enjoy the benefit of-it,Þ ſol 
and to. make. any uſe of it ; otherwiſe it will look but like } Te 
a Meckery. 1 deſire therefore ſome clear convincing Evidence, | ul 
[That the ROMAN Church is the only true Church. He cans} of 
not to this purpoſe, produce the Conſent of all Chriſtians, el 4þi 
two. parts 1n three deny it. Therefore he gives me a great] {et 
many Marks or Signs, ſometimes more, ſometimes fewer | an 
whereby the only true Church muſt be known from 6t 7 7h | "48 
and ſpends a great many words in ſhewing me -how they} 
agree to the ROMAN Church, and no other. That whos Cl a}. i 
I would next have fame Satisfaction, is, ſuppoſing that a "i -b 
his Marks agree to the ROMAN Church; and no other; ho " W 
I may know, that theſe are indeed the certain and incom " * E 
nicable Marks and Proprieties of the only true Church 2 oY 1 
prove this, he betakes himſelf to the HOLY SCRIPTU RE, | 
and brings me thehce ſome 7exts,whereby he ſays, hepa #t 
clearly proved to be fo. I now, with a very hearty 'and'fiv-| ft 
cere. deſire to learn the 7rath, and with all diligent uſe of | \ te 
ſuch helps, as I can come by , read and confider all th «| : 
Texts, and cannot diſcern in them any Evidexee at all of the} u 
thing which they are brought to prove; and therefore think 
it reaſonable yet to call for ſome clearer proof. But ow il : 
tis come to this, I preſently find, that his /zberal Conceſſion} £ 
to make ſe of my Reaſon and private Judgment to find out} . 
the true Church, amounts to no more than 1 at firſt ſuſpeRted, Þ - 
that is juſt #othing - For here he retires to his Principle of « 
BORERY, Thar 1- being a private Perſon, ought = to} 
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| but muſt ſubmit my Reaſonand Judgment, tothe Judgment of 


the ' Church (yea, even before I have found the Church) and 


-wirhout any diſpute, receive the Seyſe of Scripture from her 


| yndoes again, whatſoever he had been adoirig, 'to: perſuade 
 me'to his Communion, _ He was giving: me Reaſons, which 
4 might convince me in my Judgment ; and theſe at length re- 
| folve all into the Auzhority of the Scripture ; and yet, of this 


_ cannot be convinced of any thing, but this, that the Ehurch 
' ROME is reſolved" to be Miſtreſs of all Chriſtians ; and 


 fets ſome of her Soxs to hold us up in empty talk of Scripture 


| "min, ſaying, Believe it, 1 am ſhe. | 
| Now Lcannot-poſlibly ſee, whatever others may do, (for 
| Ikeep yet to my Proteſtant Principlss of Judging for no mar 
1 bat wy ef) how I can embrace POPERY upon any COMULe. 
1 #ofrom PAPISTS; and1 fear | muſteither take it without 
| any Reaſon for it, or not at all. If I carinot know the RO- 
MAN Church to be the only true Church, but by the Teſtimos 
T-wof the SCRIPTURE; and if I cannot underſtand the Te- 

Gimony of the SCRIPTURE, till I receive the true Senſe of it 


7 fon the ROMAN Church; and if I cannot take th for the 


Þ true Sexſe *of it, upon Her Declaration of it fo to be, unleſs 


T moved by her Authority, I muſt be perſuaded to dothe moſt 


| wreaſonable thing in the World, tomy thinking ; to believe 


| Teſtimony of the Scripture I muſt not Fudg ; and therefore by . 


thinks it enough to convince us that ſhe 1s ſo, if whilſt ſhe 
ad Reaſon to no-purpole, the ſtep out from-behind the Cur- 
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I alone. Thus-he recals at once all that he had allow'd; and - 


Þ Church tobe the only true Church, tor her own Authority, 


| which 1 yet know no more, than I do her to-be the 7rue 


4 Church; which, it is all along ſuppoſed, I do not know at - 


'F all; This I think not only anreaſonable, but. impoſſible. . 

+ - I muſt needs confeſs my {elf very hard to be perſuaged 
| ofthe tender-goodnefs of that Mother, who, leſt her Children 
| hould get hurt by the dimneſs of their fight, will needs pull 


taught 


| our their Eyes, and keep them in her Pocket , till ſhe has 
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| _ tavght them to uſe them better. © I am very loath topart Þ 7 

: with my Reaſon, how dimfighted ſoever, becauſe I knownat It car 

| how to ſerve God without it. Yet if ſhould dare toyen. Twho 
-- ture thus far, may I now have leave to take my re/? here? If fearr 

my dimfighted Reaſon help me to tumble into my Mother's lap, Fn. 

- 'mayl yet think-my fell ſafe there? Not tillT have leamid ſtan 

| herCharity tooas well as her Faith, which the REPRE EN. num 
: {TER tells'us, She learn'd of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, * + Þ eu wj 

- Therefore, Laſtly, I muſt believe, that all other Chrifian Byke 

but PAPISTS, are in a ſtate;'of Damnation, The Decree of Vets 
4 P. BONIFACE the VIIIth, : as now it ſtands in the comme ore: 
' .  Extravagants;. is well known to be this, We declare, fa ; de Þ to c 
fine, and pronounce; That it is altogether of neceſſity 10 SALVAÞ aud 
'H ' TION, that every Creature. be: ſubje to the; POPE offilon 
ROME. P. PIUS the IE. in his Bull of Retradtation; (theWitu 
he was notaltcgether of the ſame mind (asit ſeems) betors 
= __ whilſt he was Areas Sy/vins) faith, Ze cannot be /aved tha 
- doth not hold-the Unity of the ROMAN Church. It-folufly 
Decree, and ſo preremptory a.Dec/aration of two POPES h 
too little, there is atundance more to this purpoſe to be me 
with, - by him that has a mind to ſearch for it: I only tak 

- notice at this time, that P. L-E 0 the X#h, in his Latera 
| Council; and his Bull therein read and paſs'd, faith, We.do# 
_ 8 . mew and approve. that fame Conſtitution (viz. of P. BONI 
| FACE, but now mentioned), the preſent Sacred Council all 
approving it. © *And Laſtly, P. PIUS the IVeh, in his Bui 

_ wherein he confirms the Council of 7 RE NT, impoſeth ali 
Oath upon Eeclefraſtical Perſons, wherein: they ſwear, That 
the HOLY -CATHOLICK aud- APOSTOLICK ROMANE 
El. ' Church, is the MOTHER and MISTRESS of all ChurchesWm 
' - * and that this is the true CATHOLICK FAITH, without th, 
Mn. which no man can be SAVED. Here's enough in-all Conſe Þ'6, 
ence for us PROTESTANTS to hear, and too much a great Þe5 
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to turn Roman Catholick for Salvation. - «1 
FT think my ſelf bound in Charzty, to have the beſt Opinion 
I can of all men; and therefore dare not think, that all they . 
who are called ROMAN CATHOLICKS, have throughly 

Fearn'd this Dodrine. There ſeetns to me to be ſo much of 
nature in it, that | ſhould think my. ſelf the worſt natur'd 

man in the World, if I could believe that any conſiderable 
"numbers of them, beſides the Prieſts, are guilty of it. Many: 
'pzouſly diſpoſed Souls, are not'ſo happy, as to have always 

the cleareft Pnderſtandings, or the fincereſt Teachers, but have 
thetter Hearts than either Heads or Gaides. Their Zealis too, © 
treat for both their opportunities of Learning, and Patiente - 


0 


d conſeder ; their earmeſtneſs of -SALVATION, a thing very 
audable in them, puts them into too much haſte to deliberate 
long, and gives an advantage te forhe, who watch for it, to 
abuſe them.. Either a'cunning JESUIT, or a canting FANA- | 
TICK,. will hope to make an'eaſy Prey of ſuch Perſons; for 
it matters not' greatly of which ſort the Temper be, Whilſt 
the Tempration 15 the ſame: The Fiſh minds not the Frſber, . 
but the Bait : Every Argument from either, is edged with 
mighty Zeal and Importunity, and ſharpned with the fineſt ., 


* 


and moſt penetrating Expreſſions of a rhoſt tender Compaſſion 
for periſhing Souls. SALVATION is as.confidently promiſed, 
as-earneſtly deſired; and whether” it be to'be.had (in the - 
ROMANISTS Ifallible Church,” or in the SEPARATISTS | 
Wurg d and unmix'd Congregation, all's'a caſe, when once the 
man is made'to think ir cannbt be had in the Church of 
ENGLAND. lf they who are.ſo cafily Proſely:ed "either - 
'W w, would take time. to look before they leap , and. could 
but ſeEintothe conſequents of thoſe very Arguments which 
Emoſt prevail with them, and are made the 7raps to catch 
them in, they would Fand of a little, and ask a few 
Ruefions more, for their better SatisfaRion , DARE ney 
could endure to think of entring into a Conmunzon, whicl 
" would oblige them, as ever" they hope to be ſaved them: 
\ ſelves, to believe that CHRIST hath no faithful Fol-- 
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"= Neceſſn ity 4 A $9" = 
lowers upon - Earth, but a few- Subjedts of . the. P OBE | F erſu 


Rome. WE 
Icanecaſily perceive, by FEES Books written by them v via] 13 
call themſelves Converts, that the main Motive.of their gg | preſe 
ing over to the ROMAN Church, was this, -That they c couk Nv 
not hope to be ſaved in any other: And I find that n nolkÞ4ie 
Argaments of late uſed, to perſuade us to that Religion, |c ak "5 
the very ſame way ; And i it is this Dodrine alone, that hathÞgeric 
put me upon: this Ex s eaſe for my own Satisfattiog: :\For lr my 
needs confeſs, that this Dodrine, which ſome acount ſo pe 
erful a Perſuaſive to Popery,. bas always with me had Wy li Trou : 
quite contrary effect to what I find it hath.in them ; and hy Ab Ow 
ew: and is at this preſent to me, as ſtrong a Diſſuaf ve from | that 
If I'can never be a PAPIST, till I can helzeve it, lam 7 the 
7 confident, I ſhall never be one. I would. leave 
Church of ENGLAND the next Minute, ſhould ſhe req hat 
of me to. believe, that all out of her Communion were 1 TT Fl this 
Rate of Damnation; and truly I think that moſt P R GH " $6 1 
STANTS are of my mind. a wel 
When therefore found the REPRESENTE Ri inge ood | far! 
earneſt to vindicate his Church in this one. Point, 1 preſently FRG 
concluded, that he had writ, his whole Book to no-pur ra | hs ws 
for let him ſpend all. his Oy! and Coloyrs in. painting Þ wh 
RY. to the beſt Ong ſo long as:this one, Spot appears*Þhar 
in her- Face, ſhe may po bly ſeem. in her new Dreſs I fer- 
rible, but not one jot more.lovely. Having told us, That w'Þy wt 
.one can arrive to the true knowledg of the Catholick Faith, 1 *mc 
by receiving, it as propoſed EP believed by the Church oj I } 
CHRIST; and that the ROMAN CATHOLICK 35 the 9 $ + 
true C hurch- that whoſoever denies any Article of her Faith, Þ. 
" denies (0 much of CHRIST's Defrine.; That whoſoever. bears ty in 
"Her, hears CHRIST; and whoſoever "obſtinately and wilful P 7 
is ſeparated from. Het, is inthe ſame diſtance ſeparated from [1 
_ CHRIST himſelf; and finally, That God addeth to this Church © [ m 


daily , Such as fhall be ſaved: -, Fe hath told us enough to} } 
perſuade | 5K 


to '« er iiNGINE atbolickifor Babverion 


perſuade us that no PROTESTANE in, the World could 
have. done; that Church a greater Wiskindneſs,” than he hath 
done 5 nor by any. Miſtepreſretativn of Jets have worle Re: | 
ore/ented her. ROE, 
When the PAPISTS are plens'd to. Lake us that Han era; 


: Serious Conft deration, the /ate of our Forefathers, who lived 
and. died inthe Relizjon of the Church of ROME; asking'v 

"if. we dare think, that they were all dawn'd- Wer ne 2d -nOt 
xrouble our heads with ſhaping -a Anſwer to fo. frivolous: a 


«4 AR . 


= becauſe we durft never yet be ſo hardy as toa 


i hw-Charch of- ROME; but:do openly.de! lare to the We 
[ at tho we think our own;Religzan the fateſt, yet; many oof 
' that Communzon have been heretofore, OTH m: ny a 

y well of, them as to their future Fate. However if it fo 
$3 ers? doth it not as well deſerve the Conſideration of the 


'W hat will become of the greateſt part of the Chriſtian World, 
who liveand die out of their Communion? And if they would 


| well of ; ir, we ſhould be wanting in Charzity:to our. Fathers, 
| move them-to'rhink the worſe of their Religion, that it con: 
Ws but of all the. Worid bur themſelves only2 *: 


wy great and famous Charches, muſtI be obliged, -by embra- 


fas to be:Reconciled tothe Charch of ROME, with } 
23 


tall are damn d, who live and die 1 m the Commanice 'of :. 
ny al re 
| thi a8 under ſuch Circumſtances, as encourage” us 1 to- hope £ 


ll. deſerve our Conſideration, what's. become of a gur-Fore: 


have us think-the worſe of the Reformation, leſt by. thinkiog : 
| which yet we are by it no way obliged to bes. ſhould i it-not 
| | ſtrains themto. think: fo uncharitably, not only of their Fa- 
. How many moſt Eminent and:Worthy Perſons, Hh ma- 2 


| [ring the ROMAN Faith, to believe excluded from SALVA- 
LHON?. Upontheſe terms, I cannot ſee how *tis poſſible, for 


bl ' Queſt ion, as they account it, Where Was Your - + ang ' 
fore LUT H ER? They wiſh us withal, to take into our- 


ROMANISTS, what is become of many of theirs 2 Yea, 2 


my -ſelf an irreconiteatie Enemy to- all the Chri Han | 0 


No Nereſſi ity "ay a Protein 


World RAE I muſt turn Zefor,and call all other Chriſtians | ; 
 damn'd Hereticks. 1 muſt needs fay, thigappears not wy me, gl 
like that MeeF and Lamb- like Spirit of the Bleſed JESUS: CT 7 
which is given by him to his Dove-like Spouſe, that chosA nm 4 £9: 
it in his pretended 75cars, and their Adherents. Tt Gene 4 45 
- ro be much's kin'to that Chrifftian Charity , which hopzh& 4** 
and believeth all things, and thinketh no evil, 1 Cor. 1 3-7. 5 PL 


Tod 
Finns * "Theſe Hereticks (faith Bellarmin)) poſſeſs man v) Un 4 or 


IRELAND?) DENMARK, SWEEDLAND, NORW Al " 
. no ſmall part of. GERMANT, POLAND, BOHEMIA, ” 
" HUNGART; het 


a year, viz. upon the Holy Thurſday (he means the 7; but 
' immediately before BaFﬀer; call'd'Cend Domini) with's 


Wo. Excommunication againſt all Hereticks. of what Name T 
Se ſoever; but againſt the Queen of ENGLAND (which h 1 L 
_ was then: Q. Elizateth) by zame ; with all their Believer | 
 Recervers, Favourers, and Defenders; ; againſt all-that Te id. J; 


that chey are not all PROTESTANTS who have done 


1muſt make nothing of condemning all PROTESTAN' 
and-PROTESTANT Chutches, of what other Denominatiy « : 
er - and" theſe alone are no inconfiderable part: of + Chr T1 


ample Provinces, ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, (and wk 


N rhe have faid alſo, of FRANCE, 4 
HELVETTA. "fe was anciently the Cuſtom, (faith Tal ol 
- that the POPE did three days every year, tho now but i 


Solemnity, before all the People, thunder ont his She 


1 


their Books publickly or privately, with what intention ſoeveh 


or under whatever pretence, tho.there be no Error'in then h, 3 4 
' or with a deſign to confute the Error, if there be any with ut. ; 'Þ 
his Holeſs s. Licenſe ; againſt the' XK eepers, Printers, b... l. 38 
Defenders, in any manner, of the ſame; 'og2inſt all Schifih | , 
ticks, and. ſuch as pertinaciouſly withdraw themſelves, and'de : 7 p 
part from their Obedience tothe POPE ; againſt any one. that} | 
ſhall ſo much as fay, that Calvin was a good man ; ; againſtall F i 
that appeal from the Orders, Detrees, or Mandates of-the'} - 'T 
POPE, to'a future COUNGIE And 'tisvery well knowl 2 Wo 


+ | Neither 


6 3 


| GREEK Church, which how Ancient, and of how large Ex- © 


$ to.Þ& for it; For ( faith*Be/larmin) "the Greeks in the-year Prefar de _ 


| 451, 7 the Council of CHALCEDON, . confiſting of 600 Bi- Rows 
| ſbops,endeavoured tomake the Patriarch of CONSTANT We 
F PLE: equal to the Biſhop.of ROME, And.again, Yn the year - 
lew 
| from his degree of Dignity, aud the Biſhop of CONSTANTI- © 
| NOPLE 70 ce the fir/t Biſhop: And tho he pretends that theſe 
Greeks. were once reconciled to RO ME:t in the Council of 
FLORENCE, yet. he adds, .that/zhey always.rarurned to their 
© Famit. No wonderthereſors, . if this GREEX Church can- 
 -not clogpe Damnation: And yet this poor Reprobated Church 


Yields not.to.that-of ROME in any of her own principal 
. Marts-of a true Church, 1 read that the, Chri/tzans of ,her- 


4 - 


_ 


[' 1954» they pronounc'd the. Biſhop of ROME. ro have-fa 


| Communion, in NATOLIA, CIRCASSIA, MENGRELLI4; 
+ $0814, GREECE, MAGEDONTA, EPIROS, THRACTA, 
BULGARIA, &c. do very near, if not quite, equal the 
Amber of:thoſe who are'of the ROMAN Communion, 

| And yet will not this be enough, : unleſs we includein this 

| © Sentence of C ondemuation ,. all the Afyrian Chriſtians Wing 


4+ 


- amonglt the  Mahometans 1n BABITLON, ASSIRIA; ME= 
' S0POT AMIA, -P ARTHIA and MEDIA, with the Jaco- 
_ bites,, Armenians, Exyptians, Ethiopians, and the vaſt Em- 
* pare of the ZABASSINES.: All theſe I muſt look upon as - 
; cutoff from CHRIST, merely for their diſowning the 
- POPE's Authority, thethey ſhould: be found Orthodox in all 
other points. And truly I know not how to. get up to that 
- beight of Boldneſs, not toibe afraid of condemning fo many 
_ Chriſtians, moſt of which have given, and do yet givetothe« 
World the moſt notable 7e/timony.of Fidelity-to' CHRIST, 
_ kat, caq be. expected ,. in.their conſtant ſufferings for the - 
- fake of his holy Name and OO a $061 be Cr 
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[ to turn Roman'Catholick, for Salvation. «4 
| - Neither will this ſuffice, 1. muſt alſo condemn the whole — 
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- After this: Conſideration of whole Churches, it ſverns 1 1c han 
| 46 oe wi 26 comedowntothat of fug le Perfns, + thocen l} ID & 
fn of greateſt Note and pn in 'the 'Chureþ* * | cor 
DE Crs T; bb bath for- Pearning and Piety. - How *S7. Poly 4: ho 
© '* Biſhop of SMT? RNA, -and-a famous Martyr, who would'ngt 1 of 
__ obs 'D. Anicetus ,- but ſtill keep his Eaſter contrar tot | the 

cuſtom of the- ROMAN Church, and theein ſeem'd* either | i 
4s ignorant. of his Duty; Or as ſtubborn -as any. PR vw - TA L | cit 
S$ TANT: or how his Succeſſor in that See, Polycrates; is | 
defended himſelf and his Church ſo arrogantly againſt the; J + | 
 thority of the ROMAM Church, more than ſufficiently 
- clared: by P.Yifor; tilt pleading the Example of -Polyea 
and Authority of St, John. as tho he had never heard St'P || F 


ob > 


ter was 'made Prince of the Apoſtles, or that the BiÞopi q 

ROME were his Succeſſors in that 4uthority-over all C ba 

. - How-Jreneus and all his Fellow-Bifhops.,of the Galli 
Church, who ſo preſumptuouſly took upon them to expy 

tate the matter with'the fame Yidor, and in very hom q 4+ 
terms to chide him for excommunicating thoſe Afran Ohril 

ans for not changing their Ancient Cuſtoms at his Commanf 

How St. Cyprian the holy Biſhop of Carthage, and Marty Cp 

Wwith-his Biſhops of Africa, Numidia and Mauritinia, } Joil 1ng I 7 

with him in, ſo contumaciouſly reſiſting P. Szephen: The} * 

Sixty Biſhops in the Milevitan Council; or thoſe 7wo has | 

dred and Seventeen, whereof the famous St. Auſtin was | © 

one, Who not only -ſtubbornly-rejefed the Claim, but alb+F tic 

manifeſtly demonſtrated the Fraudulence and Forgery of thre | ue 
'POPE s: \ Zoftmus, Boniface and Celeſtine, about appealsto: | 4 

ROME. How all theſe ſhall be-exempted fron this C MM. |; 

- - - thts T know not. © Did not the later of theſe African Co yy B 

ils. decree , That the Biſhop of the firſt” See ( meanin ung Þþ 21 

_ ROME) ſrould not be cats the Prince of Prieſts, or "cl q, 6 

1 Proeſt, or. any ſycb thing, but only the Biſhop of the firſt 8 = 

Did it not Excommunicate every Prieſt that ſhould 48 Þ 

EE, eek to R OME2? Ir ſeems to me, that St. I | 


or 
; 


44 TL 
- SO 
"= 


have nogreat opinion of the /yfallibility of P. Liberivis;whien, 
through fear, himſelf had forgot he had any ſuch thing, and 
- conſented with the Arras to the-Condemnation' of that 
* holy Father. St. Hierom:ſeems not to have had any thoughts 
- of the POPES's Supremacy, when he ſaid, That whereever 
* there is a Biſhop, whether at great ROME, or petty Eugn» 
-bmm, he is of the ſame Merit and Prieſthood.-- Neither did 
- either he or St. Au/tin ſeem to have had a juſt eſteem for the 
| Church of ROME's Authority, when-they preferred that of the 
-Faftern Church before it, in, receiving the Epi/7le tothe He- 


/ ;muſt I think of their Great Saint.  P:Gregory the- Firſt, -who 


' fave-Name; wicked, and not to-be uttered, yea'a Blaſphemous 
- faying, that whoſoever defired it, ſhew'd himſelf to be the fore- 
*uoxer of Antichriſt > If I mult believe this great POPE 


, 
be 


> bis Succeſſors in the Infalible Chair ; If I muſt-not believe 
Him, why muſt I believe thoſe who ſucceeded him 2-Had not 
He and They one and -the ſame Authority as POPES of 


| all PAPISTS, no leſs than I,. muſt disbelieve the one, Tam 
| no better than a Heretick, and uncapable of Salvation, - * 


| © Farther yet, Ifind thaggthe African Convcil, but now-men- = 


I tion'd, did alledg for it felf the S;x:b Canon of the Firſt Ge- 
} eral Council held at. NICE, which is this, Let the old Cuſtom 
| be kept through #gypt, Lybia and Pentapolis, ſo that the Bi- 
| ap of ALEXANDRIA have phwer over all theſe, becauſe the 
Biſhop of ROME hath alſo the like Cuſtom. By this Canon theſe 
+ tbo Biſhgps ſeem to be made equal in Power. In the Fourth 
T General Council held at Calcedon, and Ninth Canon, \t is orde- 
Þ red; That if any Biſhop or Clerk have# Controverfie with the 
T Metropolitan of that Province, they have recourſe-to the Pri- 
7] mate of. the Dioceſe, or certainly ” the See of the Royal City 
out DEI *s 0 


1; 7 
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* $rews:into the Canon bf SCRIPTURE. © Above all, what 


nd SAINT : I know well enough what to think of moſt of 


| ROME 2 Believe both I cannot ; and'disbelieving either, as | 


' ' called the 77rle of UNIVERSAL; BISHOP, a new Title,which + 
; none of his Predeceſſors ever uſed, a name of Y axity, a Pro- _ 


58 


_the moſt Famous General Councils that ever were. This ] ai 


No Neceſſity for a-Proteſlant S. 
of Conſtantinople, that the buſineſs may be ended there. T hg! "Ih 
Council ſeerfis hereby to make the Biſhop of Conftantimople'eF, 
qual to the Biſhop of Rome ; and this it did, notwithſtanding} &,, 


great oppoſition made againſt it by P. Leo the Fir/t. So that 7 


T muſt involve in the fame Cenſure of Condemnation ſome of. 


apt to think-a very daring matter, and not raſhly to be at +, 
tempted. I have indeed been taught by our Bleſed JESUS} Ar 
that God will not forgive us, if we do:not forgive our Braff yp, 
thren ; but I do not. remember, where he hath taught mg q 
that God will not SAVE us, except we believe that no mat} ye 
but a PAPIST can be 'SAVED. | "xÞ -. 

Il. I have now confider'd forne of the many Dificultiegl} ,, 
am\to ſtruggle with, before I can get through to the Chun yy 
:of ROME. And truly they ſeem to me, whatever men@}] 4; 
more ſtrength and courage may think, little leſs than ſue] ys 
rable, And yet after all this, if I may be convinced thatte} wp, 
Authority of the ROMAN Church hath ſufficient grounded} iS 
Scripture and Reaſon to ſupport it, I muſt confels no Diſk} yy 
culty in my way ought to diſheatten me from breaking} ye 
through it. But then again, if I muſt believe that there#Þ Jy 
ſuch an angoxtrolable Power in the Church, in ſome One Church} 


934% i 


in the ROMAN Church by name, yea, inthe Biſhop ok that] "4, 
Church ; and if I muſt ſo believe this, that I muſt not lee] by 
1n'my Soul any room at all for thgleaſt Charitable thought | 4; 
any man's Salvation, who believes it not : I think it no} it 


than needful,that I have the Cleareſt and moſt undeniable ©vi| th 


dence in the World for what I believe, leſt the Sentence} a 
Condemnation ſhould recoil upon my ſelf for my Temerity and] tc 
Tucharitableneſs. | RF: E | 
Indeed if this Charch may be allow'd to bear witweſs tots} fo 
wn Authority, and ſuch a 7Tefimony be ſufficient, I cannet} m 
'want it. The Conncil*of TRENT hath more than once calld] +} 
Her, the Mother 'and Miftriſs of all Churches. So Infallible} 4; 
in her Judgment and Diredions, ſo Abſolute in her DO 1 
| | = and| 


ay TRAD 

| to turn Roman Catbolick for Saluation. 
| 2nd Command ſhe muſt be, that Her ſole Authority muſt be 
[-warrant enough, and nothing elſe any warrant without it, 
| for all things that belong to Chriftian Religion. Whoſoever 
| (faith Becanus in his Compendium ) in matters of. Faith and 
| Religicn followeth the true Church of Chrif# (which he there 


| and Religion, ſeeing the true Church of CG 
D And this we are told continually, as thi: 
L that this is the ſhortef? Compendium of all Controverſies. This 
then being to ſupport the whole Fabrick of POPERY, had 
F need to ſtand on frm ground. | 

| - This ground I would now fain diſcover. Why then muſt 
{ we believe that the ROMAN Church hath this Sovereign 4u- 
 thority in Religion? I muſt confeſs my felf one of thoſe ſtur- 
| dy Hereticks, that cannot believe without Reafou. When'l 
1 hear that Church telling me, ſhe is-Zefallzble, and hath all 
1 Power over all other Churches ; TI Mnnot believe it till Thave 


rift is TInfallible. 


| fome better reaſon for it than this, That She muſt be all that, 
1 which She is pleaſed to fay of her {elf ; and therefore muſt - 


$ be Zufallible and Omnipotent too, if She fay it." And I ama 
F little troubled to ſay, that this 1s all I can get out'of her for 
4 my fatisfaction, leſt even PROTESTANTS ſhould: think I 


4 but-to make all the Learned Men of her Communion ſeem 7r1- 


| it is not in my power, to make their Arguments better than 
| they are ; nor Civil in me to teach them what to'fay.; and T 
(| am ſure my Temporal Interef# cannot at this time tempt me 


| Thave yet met with, with how much Ar:ifce and SopheFfry 


' my opinion, than hgr own honeſt Word, that is, her own Au- 
| thority and Tafallibility for proof 'of her Authority and Tnfal- 
 Gbility; and therefore I mult either believe them 40h, before 
'T can believe them, even whilſt I am enquiring for a reaſon 


» 


| proveth to be the Roman Church only ) cannot err about- Faith 


Feſuit doth ſay, 


| fay incredible things of her, and thatT have'no other deſign, 


|  diculous, in talking to us as to Children, always childiſbly. But - 
| 


| tooverſee the ſtrength of their Reaſons. 'The very beſt Reaſons 


| fever they are dreſs'd-up, amount to no more, nor betrer, in 


59 - 
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| Pains or Difficulty to: reſcue us from damning Error ; ang} 


1s not the Only true:C hurch out of whith there 15 no Salvatin, | ** 


| forth? Not fo to be ſure, for POPERY was (they fay 1 


invalid; becauſe they confeſs themſelves Fallible, and.this | 


ne? 
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why I ſhould Ze/ieve them, or I muſt not believe themaÞ/ 
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all, nor with her conſent be faved. # * ag 
The Miſtonaries tell-us, they are willing to- undergo 
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whilſt they proceed in this Method; I have cauſe to belieng 
them;.for Iam confident, to prove their Church hath this aw Fa 
thority they contend for, is as great a Parley as they'caq | VE: 
meet with.If theyThould here offer us (what-is ſo muchtalkg} 3 
of by them) the Tefimony of the Tniverſal Church; there's | IP 
nothing more plain, than that they do but Mock us. ' For this | 35 
can be nothing elſe but the Church of ROME's Teſtimony for | #5 


þ | > 
; 4 Fe ee # : 
oo Os > he p . 
Ks A SJ 4 Ee 
l > 6 2 3} x 


27” A 


Holy, Catholick a»z Apoſtolick Church ; And were'it-any þ * 
thing elſe, they would never diſcover 1t to us, becauſe they þ #X 
would thereby give us an #nanſwerable Argument againſt what | #. 
they would prove her tE be; for if they will ſhew us any | '* 
other Church or Churches by the Teſtimony-whereof Her 4 |} * 
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What then-can this7##Fimooy be? Isit that of the Firifan | 
Pureſt Ages of. the Church before POPERY was brought |. 
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from the beginning, and glorieth of her Antiquity above all 
things. Is it the 7e/t;mony of all others in the World that proe | 
teſs Chriſtianity 2 It cannot be, for all theſe; if-not- of her ] 
Communion, are FHereticks, ,and in a ſtate of Damnation for | 
denying her Authority ; and were-it poſſible for them to wits | 
zeſs that to be which they deny to be, yet is their Te/timony | 
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point of Faith cannot ſtand upon a-fallible Teſtimony. By this Þ 
'tis very clear to me,that the Teſtimony of the Catho/ick Church Þ * 
of Chriſt, if it be produced for the Authority.of the Church of .| P! 
ROME, can be nothing elſe but the Church of ROME's:own | by 
Bard; and [never daubted, but, ſhe hath'a ggod __ þ2 
ne | xrF : 
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5, turn Roman C atholich, for Salbation. | 
her ſelf, any more than-I doubt leſt it -ſhepld- be thought 2 
7 proof of her Authority. . 


Mm Ong ROMAM CATHOLICKS;, but if they alledgthisfor 
their Church's Authority, they give us only the fame. thing 
s min in other Words. piver ſal Tradition can be nott 

x ell but the 7: ebimony of the @niverſal C hurch, and that mu 


 Tep farther-than.we. were: before. The Credit we are to 
fs nto 7niverſal Tradition, depends:on the Authority 0 the 


£ «a . 


| quring alter... . . $4 
Rs 3 (A E here and Cemntils be brought i 10 to' VVirtnef, .th 
*' therig ; 8]l the noiſe they makewill prove butthe'70 


- of the World, and thuodring,  Anathema to all that will nor 
| falldgwn apd worſhip her. Will ſhe abide-by the:7e/timony 
| of E | her, Father or Coumcil, if they ſpeak not-what ſhe-bas 
| tavpht.them, or agaipft what:ſhe- holds 2 Or ſhall they be 


— -4< 


2.54 the POPE's Confirmation-gives them 2 And-are ſingle 


' Fathers of more Credit. than they 2 If not; we have yet-no. 


more bur her. own Word for her own Authority... : 
If they bring us SCRIPTURE to prove this Anberitgt 


- muſt fay, that as we reverence Fathers and Councils, ſo we 
| adore Cwith Tertullian) the fulneſs of the: SCRIPTURE, net- | 


. Yer 
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| ther can we deſire any better Proof, than its Teffimon 
- when I conſider how theſe men uſe the SCRIPTURE 


'\at a ſtand to think, how. they can in good earneſt produce it 


- 5aW:tneſs in this matter ; for after they have faidalmoſt all 
the i/{ they can of it, calling i it imperfect, inſufficient, obſcure; 
- wiſens'd; they ſeem to ridicule both it and us, when they 


us Ws and again, that both the Caen and. the.Sorſs of 


; I have: heard again,much talk of. Dniverſal Tradition g-/ 


be the Ghurch of. ROME; and ſo-weare not; advanced'one 


ROMAN Church;which we have not an ork Ty are - 


JMAN Church, crying, her ſelf up for i greey Diama 


- allow'd-to over:rule the Oral and Praftical Tradition of the : 
- preſent Church of. ROME? Are Councils of any. Credit more- 
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bring it forth, thus diſabled, for a Witneſs. Do not they: IS : 
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_ and[dare fay, that may be done without the: Scripturezys | av 
- well as with it, whilſt their Church muſt give the Sexſe of 


 t,” thoikearinot ſee to what other end,-than to perſuades | 4 
to'take heed of truſting too much to it, or thinking it worth | 5" 


'thority, which is to be proved by it that by ſhewings | =o: 
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_ that Authority, 1t loſeth all its own "Hwthoriry for ever. 44 | ar 
on this (faith Stapleton) that God hath commanded us to beliens | 3® 
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- mult be only to convince themſelves that we are* Feretiohs, | Wors 


F 


+ | amy 
But -becanſe they know! we magnify it, they will protle | © N0 


any thing, after it hath ſhew'd us the 7rue Church, Tt multhy | 
believ'd no longer than it is apthorized to Tpeak#by thats | 


the Charch, we do not hang our Faith on-the Authority of the DP ſE£1201 
Church, as upon the proper and ſole cauſe of this Belief, but | 


. (partly on manifeft Scriptures, by which we are remitted tothe | Wat 


teaching of the\Charch ; partly on the Creed, &c. "This then | Citif 
the.end of producing the Scripture, that we may be convh ey car 
by it, that we are-no longer to /eary of it, after we are ones | it, 
brought. by it to- the knowledg of the Church's Authority, | WS; 
but thencelorward are to depend wholly upon the teaching | © 
ofthe Church, 'unto which it remits us, All the «ſe then that | #4e 
we have of the Scripture, is to be guided by it tothe Church | | 
of ROME (tho it cannot do ſo much for us neither, but | ** 
as that Church guides it); and having thank'd it for its kin & |* 


neſs, we'are then'to bid it good Night.” "Y 
| Now'ſceing manifeſt Scriptures are promiſed us, to guide | 
us to the ROMAN Church, I think it reaſonable to om 56g 
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1 | that they ADA ſuch Lintwas as are more manif enced 4 

| ps, than ot Church's Authority, which ts to be proved by 

# a> zem ;; ſeeing it is. by their Evidence Fam to be convinced he 

{| ha r, which: as yet is wnevident to me. | Neither ought oo: 

| 4 w/e of theſe manifeſt Scriptures depend upon the Inerprets = 
b they 


7 jo or Authority of that Church, the Authority whereo 
Care brought to prove, as a thing to me not yet evident; for 


[ 0 1 ſhall be ftill but where I was before-and inſtead of 
a mifeſt Scriptures 3 be ſhuffled. off with* the- Chureh's bare - 


Word; 1 'mean, with fuch Interpretations of Scripture; as 1 
« | have no reaſon to receive, but by that Authority whereof I 
be at leaſt, in doubt. 
Now, that there are indeed no ſuch maiiſeſt Scriptures, 1 
amc.ccaſonably well aſſured before-hand:- I-have-read the 


41 Wes over and over, and find- not- the leaſt - mention - 
> | wherein made of this Authority of the ROMAN Church. © 
:} The POPE of ROME, or his Supremacy, is never once na- 

\ | med:from the beginning of the Bible to the end ; norcant. - 
| meet with one Sy/lab/e touching either the Tef allibility or - 


* fur iſdi2ion of Him, or his Councils, or of any kind'of Sub. 


. + jedtzon due to either, from all Chriſtians. I cannot fo much - 
s |  as/find there, that. ever there was any Biſhop of ROME, or 

» | that there /bould be any there afterwards, $8 leſs that all ©: 
Y | Civiftians are'to own that Bi/bop for their Head, and ChrifFs * 
4 | Ficar. 'And finding nothing of all this, 1 muſt needs wont- : 

+ | der, how manifef? Seriptures ſhould be- produced, to proye -- 
"1 this Supreme Authority over all Churches. And yet, if thete 


1 -be-fuch an Authority , and if it-be fo neceſſary tor all Chri- 
© | Fians1o Lelieve it, and; ſubmit unto-it 3 1 cannot but think 


6 


| that it ought to have been as manifeſtly declared in Scrip= - | 
"Tere, as any other point whatſoever.  . St. Peter,” in'whom + 


2 "this Authority is ſaid to have been firſt-ſetled, faith nota : 
- | wordof it in his Epiſtles. "St, Paul in his EpifHe to the Ro- 


wars, who ſhould in-all reaſon have been beſt acquainted 
with 1 it, fays nothing at all of it. To the Czv#l COR, 
| | ic 


64 + Nedelfth A Aſlan: 
| hk Pre Church of ROME makes to be:muth: afring 
the Church in Authority, .they both teach us our Duty zi; 
Nrange.it is, if they" knew of any ſuch-thing, that: hi . 
ſhould.not as plainly inſtruc us in our Duty tothe POLL , 
- Church. of ROME wherein our'Salvation., the. main thi 
_ they. were to take-care- for, \is ſo-deeply concern'd. 2 
But what are theſe manifeſt Scriptures at length 2 1 fin 
our Bleſſe# Saviour ſaying to St. Peter (Matt. 16/7 18 ) Ti 
art Peter, 'and-upou this Rock 7 will. build my Church, am 
© gates of of Hetl 7's 11 net: prevail: __ it,, And 1 ill 
anto thee the Keys of the King om of Heaven, 6c; = 0 BEER 
find not-that all this, wha —_ 1t may ſignify,” was ow w 4k o 
;feſtly. faid.to the. Biſhops ps of ROME.-..7he plain: and obvnng | 
De Rom. . Senſe (faith Bellarmin) of theſe words. it; that we may # 
Pont. 1. 1: Baud the Primacy. of the whole Church to te promiſed ro. 
== iPeter, under two Metaphors, And yet, by all the Light 
he is able-to afford me, I cannot. diſcern in-theſe worn 
whateyer was promiſed to St. Peter, the Supremacy, il 
leſs the Monarchy. of the Biſhop of ROME over all Churdith | - 2 &s 17 
And'it/is no wonder if a Proteſtant Heretick be'ſo- blin 
when ſuch eminent Perſons as Origen, St. AuFtin, St. ria 
_ Ambroſe, Chryſc&tome and Cyril, could-no. more ſee'i it tha 1K "wh Fe 
I, as the learned Cardinal himſelf there confefſerh; ''N jþ eons 
' heres not a word to aſſure us, that this Rock muſt need! a t | 
a Monarch inveſted with. a Supremacy of Power over | te | $the 
whole Church, or that this Monarch muſt needs be che' = Il 
p of ROME, or that the Gates of Fell ſhall. never pnt*| >> 
ainſt the ROMAN' Charch; for all: this, we mul +4 
go to that Church's own Ward, or we ſhall never. n\ Fr 
It in this place. hs 


- - find again, that Chrift commanded St. Peter Cloh: F 4 or 
.16.).to f +, his. Sheep, and his Lambs; as indeed. it is the Fs 7 
Duty of all Pafors'of the Church to do ; "and both St. Peter | ;- 
| & : Pee 5.2.) and St. Paul, (As 20.28.) illus much;:and |; 
much the apter am.I to doubt, whether the POPE beſo 
muc 
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T to turn Roman'Cathdlick for Salvation. 
: -mn ch as 2 good Paſtor of Chrift's Sheep or no, ſeeing he takes 
{© little care to Feed, and ſo much to Fleece them. I am- 
ture I read of no more but one chief Shepherd,. and Biſhop of 
E Souls, which St. Peter tells us, is Chrift JESU'S: himſelf, 


Tu: 
b 
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hy forhe was a very great and eminent Apoſtle. But the Scrip- 
4 we never faith, That he was a great Monarch, nor that he 
+ was Biſhop of ROME, nor that he had a Throne, or but a 
I Chir there ; and leaſt of all, that this Imaginary Monarchy 
+ wasto deſcend unto the next Bi/hop of ROME, and to his 
i &rceſors for ever ; and that' St. Fohn, who long ont-lived 
© RK-Peter, became thereby. /ubjeF to ſome of thoſe Biſhops, 
FF Which did not well ſuit with the Dignzty. of an Apofle. 
|. Iread thoſeYords of St. Paul, 1 Cor. 12. 21. The head can: . 
«1 wot ſay to the feet, I have no need of you. But that the POPE 
| & the Head, and all Chriſtians, Kings, as well as others, the 


-Þ thority of the ROMAN Church. And therefore it ſeems 
+1 yet as plain to me, as that Two and Three make Five, that 
3 the bare Word of that Church,without any kind of ſolid Proof, 


"3118 all that ſhe hath to ſhew for her Authority, She ſays great 
I things of her ſelf, and talks ſometimes of Scripture, bat 
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much more of Fathers and Councils, and Univerſal Traditinn | - ; 
and indeed every thing that's Yezerable ; but when all ig] 7... -. 
fpel'd and pat together, 'tis but the Oral and Pradical Tra} x: 
dition of the preſent Church, that is, her own very confidem} .;..: 
Aſſeveration. | | 0: 

If we have a little Scripture for Faſhion's fake, we' muff f "a 
take it as ſhe hath taught it to ſpeak in her own Yulzar IaÞ ae 
tin, which the Council of TRENT was even then pleasdty: FT... 
make the only Authentick Tranſlation, when it was conkg} - - 

 fedly very faulty, and hath been ſince that divers times cp | @ 
rected. And then we mult take it in her own Sex/e toog, the | 15 
we know not well where we may be ſure to find it. Her prÞ @1; 
vate Dofors ſhe will not allow us to truſt for it, nor indeed} purer 
do we find them any better agreed about it, than others ay Þ 447 
only they have for the moſt part either the Modeſty or Can} gh 
xing to refer all to the Judgment of Mother Church, could thy} 6 a 
but tell us where to find it ; for ſhe is loath, once for all,w# j,, 
ſome publick Comment, or Expoſition of the Scripture, toWl} Juks, 

; us what it is. If we may beallow'd to hear the 7e/imowF- now 

-the Fathers, ſhe muſt ſtand at their F/bows, and prompt thil} wha 
what to fay; we muſt have them in her own appronll}” ane: 
Editions; and if they have been at School lgng. enough WF wa, 
the Yatican, or ſome Religious Houſe , tis probable thif} ga 
were reaſonably well inſtruQted in her own Language, below} yp, 
they were allow'd to go abroad again. However, ere tl} 3y., 
paſs the-Preſs, an Expurgatory Index can teach them eitlWi 3; 
to Speak ,-or to be Silent, as ſhe thinks moſt ſeaſonal} ppp; 
Councils may be heard, but only ſuch as have his 27olineſMÞ this 1 


i 7 wy "If fa 
FM Th Ky . - f 
Md 443 


ce A£2 3 


I ESO 


' to-turn Roman C atholick for Salvation. - 
I. 111. And now, in the /aft place, ſeeing it is come to this, 

| for ought I ſee, that I muſt reſt upon her ow? Word, or no- 

| thing,for the Truth of her Sovereign Autbority,and muſt upon 


” 


n 


by k 
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"1 peril of my own Damnation, take upon me this invidious Pro- 
| feſſon, to believe all men damrd but PAPISTS, that I may 
WE enjoy the Bleſing of my Mother ; I ſhould be glad to know, 
#7 that She her ſelf (as Infallible as ſhe is) cnt but probably. 
wi fore me, where this Word of her's may certainly be found. 
#J - The REPRESENTER indeed (in his conffdext way) hath 
"1 told me, 7hat all the Members of his Religion (however T afvrg 


; 
i 
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Wi through Fhe World) agree like one man in every Article of their 
Wy Faith And if we would know for our learning, by what 
Wi happy means this wonderful Agreement is effeRted, he- tells 
vt ws, [tis by an equal Submiſſion to the Determinations of their 
1 Church; that is, as I underftand it, by taking her bare Word 
T7 for every thing. No ove of them ( faith he ) tho the moſt 
*1 kmned and wiſe, ever following any other Rule it their Faith 
= fides this, of unanimouſly believing as the Church of God (or 

+ ROMAN Church) believes. - And if this be ſo, I wonder to 


By what purpoſe their Learning and Wiſdom can ſerve them,any 
*T more than their Judgment and Wit, which they have renoun- 
#7 td and depoſed. However , if this be true Repreſenting, I 
4 {llnot, 7-2 , find it difficult to find out. the Church's 
Word and Authority, on which my Faith muſt ſtand. Every 
= Member of it, tho he have no more than the old Collier's 
= th, can help me to is in any part of the World, for all 
4 2zree like ove Man in every Article, and therefore ſure in 
Ny this moſt fundamental one. But what now ſhall I think af- 
2 tr this, if it ſhould fo fall out, that hardly ove in a hundred 
"$f theſe Members know either where this Church. of theirs 1s 
4 to be found, or what thoſe Determinations of hers-are, unto 
*#T which they ſo «nanimouſly ſubmit? Nay, what if their Church 
MMT it felf cannot tell them this? When She hath faid all She 
2] can, to inform both chem and «s, ſuppoſe it be ſtill zwo to 
*Þ one, that we ſhall be maker in it, whatever we take to E 
Ind}? K 2 the 
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the ROMAN Church, or her infallible Word? This i i (the 7} 
that I am now, for a Cloſe, to inquire into.” +. be alle 
It muſt needs ſeem more than-a little” abſurd, and exceeg} + 'Thi 
ing hard, to tye a man under pain of Damnation, to belieyl is ſuct 
he knows not what, and what no body can certainly ſheyÞ* Churc! 
him ; I mean, a Power in the Church of RO ME, whichgl nimou 
men deny, but they of her Communion; and about whichÞ there i 
even they who are of her Communion, are ſo divided ama} :no inj 
themſelves, that I do not ſee how ever they can agree abat} about 
it. Is there no'Diſpute in that Church about this Powersl - able te 
Have they not been even at Daggers drawing among them | ſtance 
ſelves about it ? Is the Controverfie yet decided 2 Or canam I 'derab 
one promiſe me that it ever ſhall ?, There is a great Diverſy | of Go: 
among the Schootmen. ( ſaith our REPRESENTER ) zu ther | ther. 
 Divinity-Points, and Opinions of ſuch matters as are no Artidy | to $p1 
3 ' of Paith, and havenorelation to it, but as ſome Circumſtance | - ſides: 
Manner, which being never defined by the Church, may bemais | © eſpeci 
tain'd ſeverally, either this way, or that way, without any breaq} | Gener 
of Faith, or injury to their Religion. 1 will not ſtay heret | ROM, 
ask him, what greater þ Fi he can find amongſttheh- 
Members of our Church, than he heregrants to be among 
PAPISTS; nor. why our: Div//tons being no greater than} tha 
. theirs, nor more nearly related to any Article of Faith, | teſts + 
_ ſhould be leſs conſiſtent with the 7nty of the Church (as) | + theſe 
commonly objected againſt us) than zheirs. are : But I ak | 


| this 
whether the Supreme Authority of the ROMAN Church, bs} be afl 
an Article of the ROMAN Faith, or no? And again, whe Þ this 4 
ther all the Members of that Church, be as one man unant Þ. other 
mouſly agreed about it, or no? He will fay, it may be, #'} need: 
bout the Article they are, as to the Sub/tance of it, tho } to-ha 

not as to all Crcumſtances: But now if it appear, that theſe} withe 
Circumſtances of the Power about which they differ, are ſuch} of it ; 

as the thing it ſelf will be as good as nothing without them; | Imu 
or if they be not as certainly known and believ das the Power, | Javea 
it ſelf, I think it will follow, that all their agreement on  flve 
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to turn «Reed C atholick for Selbutimn 


the 7; hing, 1s as good as nothing too, till theſe Circumſtances 
” be'alſo agreed upon. 

| ... Thus it is then; T muſt for my Salvarion believe that, there 
Jl -4s ſucha thing asa Supreme Power over all Churches, in the 
Church of ROME; and in this all PADISTS as one man una-' 
3 | nimouſly agree ; but about the Circumſtances of this Power, 


tf about theſe Circumflances, no man (in my opinion, 
; Nw able to fatisfie me, what their Religion is; for theſe Circum- 
tE fſtancesabout which they differ, are no more but ſuch inconft- 


' 1 | eb God, or-of Men; of Divine or Human Right only ; whe- 
| therit extends over all the World, or over all Chriſtians only; 
| to Spiritual concerns only, or to T, emporals alſo ; where it re- 


+ | - eſpecially the Paſtors; .or in the Charch-Repreſentative , or. 
4 - General Councils ; or in the Charch-Firtual, or the POPE of 
bl ROME. . Theſe petty Circumſtances they differ about, and 
the Church it ſelf knows not how to ag#ee them ; but what's 
© all this to the Article it ſelf, moſt firmly believ'd by all, 


reſts on the Determinations of their Church ; all the force of 


ren Power ; May not a man, however, well enough 
this Power is, Over what itis, or Whereit is? Indeed, what 
" needs think it a very hard matter to believe this Power, and 


- without-ſome better Information about theſe Circumſtances 


| "of it; and therefore before I can yield to be'of that Religion, 


Ki: Imuſt beſeech that Church, which will not allow'us to be 


er. | Javed, without an' abſolute Submiſf Fon and Reſignation of our 
*] kelves to her Authority, to tell us, ns not Whence (which is 
* ed yet. 


\ ghere 152 great diverſi ity of Opinions among them ; yet is this - 
v4 :no injury to their Re/ig/on, Tho without a better 7 
can be 


'-derable thingsas theſe, Whence this Power is; whether it be - 


Sand islodg'd; in'the Church-Diffufrue, or all C hriſtians, 


| | that is, 2 Supreme Power in the Church? All their Religion 
| + theſe Determinations to oblige the Faith of men, depend on 
| beaſſured of his Religion, tho no man can tell him, Whence 
- ether men can do, I know not ; but for my own part, [muſt 


| to have any certainty of the Religion founded on this Power, | 
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yet the moſt material Circumſtance of all the reſt) ye, © / 
at leaſt, What and Where it 1s. _ 

There is challeng'd by this Church, a Power of over-ruling | ÞP 
our Faith by her Infallible Judgment, and a Power 'of cons. F WP 
manding our Obedience by her Soveraignty. It will thereforg F 7 
concern meto ask, How I may be rightly inform'd'in both" © 
theſe great branches of her Power, unto which my ſubjelti } - ©* 
is required upon pain of Damnation. - -— S. | 
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' I. Sheclaimsa Power of 7nterpreting or giving the certain} * 
Senſe of Scripture, of Judging and finally Deciding all Conte |F 
verfies of Religion, of peremptorily Defining and Determining |} 7 - 
in all matters of Faith and Religzous Praftice ; fo that ally F WE 

bound, without any further dzſpate or ſearch, to ſubmitty | 

all her Determinations and Decrees. INFALLIBLE then, we | ** 
muſt believe this Church to be, and that ſhe cannot Err $ YEE 


7 hm 
$- ; : 


| her Definitions of Faith and Mamers : And yet where thi | ** 
INFALLIBILITY is to be found, is a Queſtion ſhe is not F #7; 
this day able to reſolve : In ſhort, I find that this Tnfallille }F = 
Church, which tells us that ſhe cannot Err, when ſhe's & | ** 
ſired to make this apparent to the World, can tell us certat 4 
ly, both ZZow, and-in What ſhe cas Err; and in this 1 doulf 4 FF 
not, but ſhe is »fallib/e enough; but who they are in allh# } ** 
Communion, or in what things it is, that they caunot eh, | 
this ſhe could never tell us certainly, and yet it is this aloe | Tt 
that can make her /ufa/ibi/:ty, (if ſhe have it) to be of any. © 
uſe to ns. | -- Was 
The REPRESENTER faith, 7hat the PAPIST Zelieves | 7.* 
that the Paſtors and Prelates of his Church, are Fallible ; thit |} 
there is none of them (and yet the POPE is one of them, | 7! 
and COUNCILS are made up of them ) but may fall into} 
Errors, Hereſy -and Schiſm, and conſequently are ſubjet to mi # 
ſtakes. And further he tells us, That tho ſome allow the POPE} PP 
the aſſiſtance of a Divine Infallibility, without being in a Generdt, * [TS 
| Council; yet he is ſatisfied tis only their Opinion, and not th ll WH 
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Faith, there being no obligation from the Church, of aſſenting 8 | 
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1] ayy ſuch-Dofrine. And tho he maintain the Neceſſity and 
| Right of General Councils lawfully Aſſembled, yet is it not fo 
[ plain, whether he count them 7yfallzble or no, by what he 
| faysin that Chapter of Councils. This we are told, 7hat if 
| uy thing contrary to what Chrift taught,and his dpoftles, ſhould 
be defined and commanded to be believed, even by ten thouſand 
”. Councils, he believes it damnable-mn any one to receive it. But in - 
" thefollowing Chapter, he ſpeaks out, and fays, That by the 
1 _ of the Holy GhofF, they are ſpecially protefed from 
3 all Error;in all Definitions and Declarations in matters of Faith: 
'F And this is true, tho he grants it poſſible, that the Paiors 
4 and Prelates there aſſembled, may be proud, ignorant, covetous, 
* exormous ſinners, and infamous for other vices, and at other 
times may prevaricate, make Innovations in Faith, 'and teach 
erroneous Dofrines. Now a man would think, 'That if all 
' the Gurdes and Paſtors of the Flock (not oe excepted) may 
4 #1, then the Sheep, which are bound to follow their Shep- 
 berds, may err alſo; and if the Fall;ble. lead the Fallible, 'tis 
+ not impoſſible for both to err ; and who it is that 1s infallible, 
- whard to ſee. And again, ſeeing he tells us, That Chriſt com- 
mitted the care of his Flock to $t, Peter, and that the POPE 
"4 ar Biſhop of Rome 7s in this charge, St. Peter's Succeſſor, and 
| that God aſfifts thoſe who have.this charge, with a particular 
| telping Grace, ſuch as has a ſpecial reſpett to the-Office and Fun- 
Hin, aud that ſuchas was given to the Prophets, aud to Moſes, 
> when he was made a God toPharoah. I cannot ſee, but it muſt 
| beas conſequent toall this, that the POPE thould be 1ufalli- 
"| Ge, as that a General Connect is fo, eſpecially when it 1s his 
-F - 4pprobation that gives: force to its Decrees. Moreover, it 1s 
- not eafy to believe that God hath made a promiſe of 7yfall;- 
We 4ſiftance toany number of Paſtors and Prelates, who are 
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'  Robetter qualified, than he ſuppoſes they may moſt of them 

{ be, with Pride, Jenorance, and Yice, Turbulence and Covetouſ- 

T #6, and aſſembled, it may be, under an Feretical\ Pope, 
(for fuch, 'tis granted he may be) and as vicious too, and 


ignorant 
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_ No'Neceſſity for. a Protefla 3 | 
ignorant aS any of them. However, there are two thing 
which make it very hard to find out this ufallzb/zlity, whe 
he ſends us to feek it, in a General Council: For firſt, they my 
| be lawfwly aſſembled; and next, they muſt determine nothin 
contrary to what Chriſt and his Apoſtles taught, otherwiſe? 
damnable to receive their Determinations. Now it willl 
| hard for me to find out hgw lawfully they were aſſembled" bx +} 
and therefore as hard to believe all their Decrees as InfallibleÞ $rus 
and, I fear, Lmuſt not be allow'd to examiye their Definit one NT. 
whether they be according to the Dodrine of Chriſt and high ih 
Apoſtles, orno, leſt 1 thereby ſeem to follow my own privat 
Judgment or Spirit, rather than the Tufalible Fudgment of th 
Church ck in _ This is all then that I can learn frame; 
his Diſcourſe ; 1 muſt take it fora Truth, that this InfalllkF xo, 
lity is lodg'd in a. General Council, and that it can determi 75 7 
nothing contrary to the DoQtrine of Chriſt and his Apoftitgh Re 
and then Inced not inquire whether it have done fo,.or nag} i 
tho if it have done ſo, 'tis Jamnable for me to receives} 
Determinations. But I will hear what others tell me. © 7 %x.. 
* Bellarmin faith, That all Catholicks are thus far agreed, TW 553... 
the POPE; as he is POPE, in the midſt of his Councellors WS xe .. 
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together with a General COUNCIL, may Err, or Judg, aa wi Prey 1 


rupted Succeſſion of Biſhops in that Church ; that any unwritten +, 

Traditions concerning Faith and Manners were left to the 
Cuſtody of the Church ; and many more ſuch things, whicWÞ- 

were matters of Fart, and on which the Faith of that Chut 
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depends. Again he faith, That the, POPE, as a private Dol JH. 
may Err, even through Jenorance, ;in matters both of Faith an (eee: 
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3 ant ad the POPE to ie _ bil. ode 1 
ed will have this Zufaizoiiztyior Judd 
wie?l, and notcan vie) Heags . AndB x1 


rt 'of their Church), Teenie they. 1 ' that bold 3 2, ae are 79 
i the Church; yet it ſeems erroneous, and: next a bin eleres 


fe. It ſhould ſeem by this, that.an Errot 2ouerates 
- Church of ROME, :is-no Herefe;; biitif et: relleratyds 
* Indeed I know not well how ever:ſhe can-Err Eekerivally at 
this rate, unleſs ſhe will. grow ſo unkind to her: Jet, ak not. 
ay 'Þ zollerate her own Errors.” TITTENS. > 
© +: The zme Jeſuit tells us again, Thatir was th 
"Mlbertus:Pighius, (and whether-he was fingula1 
; all not now ask) That the POPE can: by no means: 
£ retick; or teach Ferefre publickly, altho- himſelf alone 0 
| ing without a Council. And this: Opinion. he __ 
'to be probable, .Fet-not certaity; {Bur 1\thin 'tis 
tain that POPES have been $3 
'Þ y, or condemning one: another. for Zeref 
* LH ( he faith). zhe moi# common Opinion, 
which he briags a-multitute: of Atthers. 1 ze this That whes- 
can be a Heretick h hp:earndr any way; 
Fe any Hereticat thi {0 V4: vy t1e whole CHNFe 
is he calls the woſ# ſure Opn, tho they-pho CEL 
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bwhat-/arisfaition bf Cop rep tall beablerol SY = 
SANLIIN I muſt obey the \nfaBible:Judr, ores | 
be & nd 'And:who is'this Tofalb Fudg whom T a oſt | 

: pr the Churcb of ROME; this all can tell: me with. | 
 emecapfenrs but\tho'this were'trae, yet am'T no wiſer} 
at obo Chirth never yet thet to Judg or Determine ' | © 

Who is'it then in this Charch, to whoſe Judgmew: 

7 rouſt > ? Tt is the POPE alone \Gy ſome ; and yet thely 

_ ſome wo oangns}; whe mages may not define ſoitie thing. 
| ARDEN cowl he leaſt, when be is'a Z&rawch, ts. | 
Popes have been, if Popes themſdlves may believed}. | 

ns 26 that an Feretick, obtinate in Bis. . 

YC "yd Aa unadviſedly. Iris not the. 

' POPE; but; Ger fay others; ae | 
Venotads ee a5the: os are bon] '4F 

are tolerated by theChurch, an ſurely: the Infallible Church. | 

will not for ſhutne tolerate an y dangerous. we IH 500 

the One Honahe Gene, faith s Third Party , wir | 
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aFhire are we now; after all 'this; to ſeek ic 
+ 22 Suppoſe 's «ould define: 
 Fath, rhat the POPE himfetf : ſubje OUN© 

F and agaitr, 7har:a POPE; -yea-n' POP (Cl = 
IF -fnsche'contrary, that the COUNCIE's pres ov) he POPE. 
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Dam bh y Faith the Judonr of th CBlerc; 
 Hisn 5 Toh ever will'or avert 
W 9 io the P, mn Charthyxhis COUNG 
"| ortbisof ns the ofþe# of" = OUNCH: 
| - The ConteF? is between thoſe that will «ceniv of ti Ho! TA) and 
therefore of no Deciſion. oro eco d\ dy Im 
wedireR contrary.one'to: &, Pretzn 
beo -pxt Thab boelecargid beſo, i3P 
 weither- 1s ſo; "And* whether the FOR Oo N On Jo, 
| would deterniine- for: my ſelf, T\make> my i Bot5y Mo bh 
Y = Church's a rr evert of thoſe th NR mult ub- 
| | nit gy Fewnr ob dani > ME 
o The:other\ ND Broelr of Pole elaith#1 'by:« this" Cih th, ls 
£7 Woe? piving' Laws to'all Chriſtians; _ WINCH alt 1 | 
| i _ will-be ſaved, muſt yield Obedience," bout this T 
| better Agreement ainong ther, Han abr tt © Jvr 
_ Bſo:great' a diſpate anwng" thi Dottors (1 vi | 
| a Korn Fulneſs "of Eeclef ical Power,"s "aydwery? 
| #extendst Jalfi" char '* this\mattyr few wore 
is Yer that ſuch a Pour thete is we mult Zeljev 
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thom none can ceftainly tell us what kind of Power it: is 1 
- ther purely Sp7ritual, ior: Tampu al alſo.” And an Uni  KIg 
-. Pawer\tnuult be, tho:we cannot. ledin how far it reac Kc 24 withit 
| whether to'2/h, or but: ſome, either things'or 'perſons.- bo 4 Churc 
Tt held by many (faith Be.) that the POPE hath by Div & this 
Right, a moſt full Power over the whole World, in Maiters'l 
. VEecteftaftical and Civil, And for this Opinion;he names gy 
fins Triumphus, Alvaras,'Pe ging, Fanormitan, and'o 
. with:whor their Angelical, Deffor; Thentis of 4 ji eons 
.confent; I» the POPE (faith he)# 'the Tep-height of both P 
Others lay, That the POPE, as POPE, hath. no Ted \i3 
Famer at af ql, neither-can any way command Secular Pri i] & 3 prat.. 
cor deprive:then of their Yintdims an and Principalities, tho atht »\þ "LEV 
wiſe they deſerue 40 he deprived of them... For-this.Opis ej =): 
he. names not ſo much 4s oe of their own Communion ; why; | £4 
I know-not,; unleſs. it were; becauſe he kneiv it to be.ah | | 0gor 
Opigion very-unwelcome at: ROME; or hetauſe he thoup phi bj 407 
thene-were) but Lied ————— PAPISTS that heldiit. } 3% 
rs it. upon the Hereticks, whoſe) y Ly | more 
alty to their Princes will better bear it... p.. "Vets; 
The REPRESENTER here. tells us, Z7e knows ehat 4 3 | "M0EO 
De ofing- aud King-killing Power c has -heen maintained by Yo ; "par 
.Canoniſts, axd: Drvjues: of, his Chureh'and that it is: in their | 104i 
Opinion lawful,” and annex'd to the Papal Chair.. And that | 4%: 
we Popes have endeavour d to aft-according to this eo: S. 7 |  fa.C2 
| ket nar willing that Hereticks of. any. ſort, ſhould carry” | #%+ 
Loya 7 S L | oO. 5. -bur: faith, Thar there. are of his: Xe 45 Wi z 1th 
es the number, that pubiickly diſonn all ſuch duke | RE, 
rity; that ſame Univerſities and Provincial Councils, bave'toms | #6! 
| Jemwd it ; and that Popiſh Princes ; fit as-ſafe on their Thrah : Ys 
be Yea nd he will. engage, that all Catholick Nation 
TENETS alba fa hq:Condenmarien of. all fuch B #0 A 
_ iples as Dor. FIG «ed joinwith all good P, Fr [ EXLE 
= ane 5:3 the. ext mgniſing 1 them 2.(with. ell that Gala efs- Kt 7 1 "AY F 
£57) a_g praflices | 
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'. _ 10 turn Roma Cathulick for Salvation. 
* ail is "them, and ut ter rooting them Out of his Majeſtie St bros 
Kingdoms, and the whole Univerſe.” muſt do him right, not- 
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# 
withſtanding allthis ; for he hath not faid, That the whole 
Þ Chirch ok ROME,. or any General Council hath condemn'd 
=& this Dodtrive ; or that it is by publick Authority, for the of: 
plencoit gives, raſed out of the Caron-Law, nor the LATE- 
RAN Connci!; nor that Proteflant Princes can ſit as ſafely in 
TE Papi: Conntries, as Popiſh Princes may in ProteſtantiCoun- 
64 ines, And when he tells us, That the Sentence of the Supreme 
x Paſtor is to be obey d,: whether he be-Tufallzble or no; altho 1 
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- have a great Opinion: of the Loyalty of many PAPISTS, I 
#4 durit hardly ergage for:his, if there ſhould chance to be ſuch 
*1 2 POPE again, 2s himſelf confeſſeth ſome have been. * 
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iſe , and even to deliver it up to' Death, in order to 

| ] : WF framers Tudg, yet as an extraordinary, in order to ſpt- 

| determine of their Rights, This I'am ſure is more than ever 
274 EREME, x. Per. 2.1 3.: Nor when, v.17. bidding us Fonour” 


- | 4ndeven as the Spirit or Soul hath Power over the Fleſh , 
| the Spiritnal ends of the Soul : So alſo may the POPE, tho not 

4 ritual Ends, change K ingdoms, taking then from one, and g+- 
'F-wing them to another, abrogate the Civil Laws of Princes, and 

-$t, Peter had by Virtue, either of the Rock, or Keys, of Pas" 
feral Staff; and I am confident; he never thought of half 
this, when he charged all Men to. ſubmt to the King as SU-- 
11 4 Hen, love the Brotherhood, fear God, howour the Ring'; he 
of: <1 | | ; omittedi 
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| Ay unlikely, that my Prince and the Pope ſhould agree - 
"WF inthe Determination of this Point ; and the difference being . 


: : 8 tween them two, and their-Commands, to whoſe award 


vill they ſtand? I muſt here neceffarily be left to the Dzre- 
= #6 my own, or ſome other private Judgment, and which + 
rh fide ſoever I take, it is. an even Wager whether T can be - 
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